
Walk About Survey
(Add three categories to focus thinking)

5urvey Topic:

(Category)

My Idea Name Name Name

(Category)

My Idea Name Name Name

(Category)

My Idea Name Name Name

D
190 www.racheIbi11meyer.com• StrategiestoEngagetheMind oftheLearner © 2006 RachelBillrneyer



= WoOk About Survey

TheWalkAbout Surveyis athreepartstrategywhich causesstudentsto
independentlyrespondto atopic, surveyclassmatesfor theirideas,andendwith a
smallgroupdiscussion.Thestrategyinvolvesall studentsin generatingnewideas,
processingpastlearnings,synthesizinginformation,andsharingcurrentthoughtsand
understandingabouta topic.

How to Use the Strategy
1) Determinethetopic studentswifi surveyandthreespecificcategoriesto guidethe
theirthinking aboutthetopic. Examplesinclude:

o recollectionsaboutthetopic,
• understandingsgained,
• connectionsmadeto othertopics ortherealworld,
• observationsmadeduring theunitof study,
• applicationsmade,and
• insightsacquired.

If studentsarereadinganovel,theideascancenteraroundimpressionsbefore
reading,duringreading,andafterreading.
2) Organizestudentsinto small groups.
3) Give eachstudentacopyof theWalkAbout Survey. Explainthepurposeof the
strategyandthethreedifferentresponsesstudentsareto makeaboutthetopic.
Overviewthethreepartsofthe strategy:

PartI: Individually recordthreeideas
PartII: Surveyclassmates,excludinggroupmembers
Partifi: Insmallgroupscompareandcategorizelearnings,searchforthemes,
andprepareto reportfindings to theentireclass.

4) PartI: Instructstudentsto individually recordoneideafor eachcategoryin the
boxesontheleft sideof thesurveylabeled“My idea..

5) PartII: Havestudentswalk aboutto surveyotherstudents,excludinggroup
members,usingthefollowing process:

• Studenttells oneideato anotherclassmate,partnerlistens,restatesidea
heard,andwrites ideain theappropriatebox on ftie survey.

• Studenttelling theideareadswhatpartnerwroteandthen signshis nameon
theline in thesamebox. Studentsignatureprovidesaccountabilityaswell
asafuturereferenceformoreinformation.

• Studentsreverserolesandcontinueto surveyotherclassmates.Students
mayrecordonly oneideafrom eachperson.

o Studentscontinuetosurveyclassmatesunifi all boxescontainoneideaor the
timeis up. Thetime framevariesfrom tento fifteenminutes.

6) Partifi: Havestudentsreturn to theftsmall groupsandexchangeideascaptured.
Studentscanrecordnewideasin emptyboxes.Thesmallgroupdiscussioncanfocus
on categothingideascollectedinto themes,and/orexploringandelaboratingon ideas
gathered.
7) Discussideasorganizedin theftsmall groupwith theclass.



Chapter3 - Section6Information-Building

Option
Usethreelevelsof questioningfrom theQuestion-AnswerRelationshipstrategy
(p. 141). Studentsdeveloponequestionabouttheselectedtopic for eachlevel of
processing:“Right There”/literal,Think andSearch”/inferential,and“On My Own”!
application. Studentswalk aboutto surveyandrecordquestionsfrom theftclass-
mates.

Option
Studentsselectabooktheyhavereadandrecordoneideaaboutthecharacters,plot,
setting,problem/solution,orthemein the“My idea...”box. Studentssurveyeach
othersharingideasaboutthebookstheyhaveread.

Benefits of the Strategy
• Engagesthemind of thelearnerbefore,during,or afterlearning
• Encouragesstudentsto respondatdifferentlevelsof cognitiveprocessing
• Servesasatool for organizingpriorknowledgeorasa prewritingactivity
• Involvesstudentsasindependentandinterdependentlearners
• Incorporatesproductivecommunicationskills: activelistening,andrestating
• Involvesmovement
• Adaptsto all gradelevelsandall contentareas
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