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SED Update May 2011
We have a new commissioner: Dr. John B. King, Jr.  Read the press release. To learn more about him, you might be interested in watching this video clip of him telling a little of his story.

Graduation Requirements
No decisions have been made about changing graduation requirements; discussions continue. The P-12 Education Committee College and Career Readiness Working Group continues to consider the issue, recently focusing on CTE. There is an interest in increasing CTE opportunities without increasing tracking. They are discussing how to establish the equivalency between a CTE credential and a fifth Regents exam. Lastly, they are considering a dramatic increase to the amount of credits that could be earned through integrated CTE courses.
Accountability
The Department continues to express their desire to alter the way graduation rates are reported. Instead of (or possibly in addition to) the “college and career ready rate” they want to report using:

· The percentage of students who are graduated with a Regents Diploma with Advanced Designation

· The percentage of students who are graduated with enhanced ELA/Math Assessment performance (80 on a Math Regents, 75 on the ELA Regents)

As you can see, the second bullet item appears to be very similar to the “college and career ready” rate.
APPR for Teachers and Principals
APPR regulations have been adopted. Approved assessments and evaluation rubrics are supposed to be posted in July. Detailed examination of the draft regulations occurred at the APPR Work Session and will continue now that the regulations have been adopted. 
At least some districts in the BOCES plan on collaborating on different aspects of the APPR work: appeals language; teacher evaluation rubric; assessments for non-tested and the local 20%; and principal evaluation.
Registration for teacher evaluator training will be via MyLearningPlan once a few more things are finalized from SED. All of the evaluators from a district will be encouraged to attend the same training session(s). Tentative training dates are set (at least for these preliminary training sessions; further training will be required and will occur in early fall):

· August 15 and 16, Rodax 8 Large Conference Room

· August 17 and 18, Baldwinsville and Solvay (Baldwinsville location)

· August 22 and 23, McEvoy Conference Center 

· August 29 and 30, Rodax 8 Large Conference Room

Race To The Top (RT3) and Network Team Information
Not much more is known about Network Team training than was known last month. No specific location has been announced, yet the dates are still August 1-5. Locally, interviews are being conducted for the BOCES Network Team. The Network Team Advisory Board is integrally involved in the process.
New York may collaborate with Massachusetts and Rhode Island on the development of the curriculum model.

Assessment
An RFP has been issued for 9-11 ELA and math exams. The driving force for these tests is the APPR regulations and not [directly] student learning. This allows more growth scores. These will be census tests, like 3-8. There are obvious issues about scoring, test scheduling and administration issues, and the relationship to the ELA Regents. This doesn’t mean, yet, that they have the money to pay for these additional tests, yet. They are just getting ready.
It looks like SED is going to use RT3 monies to pay for 6-8 social studies and science tests, again, for APPR and growth issues rather than student learning reasons. They are intending to have these exams for 2012-2013.
Due to the fact that the APPR regulations prohibit teachers from scoring their own exams, more regional scoring seems a likelihood -- including Regents examinations.

It looks like the scoring scheme for Regent examinations, those that will remain, will change to scale scores that are then converted to levels 1, 2, 3, or 4.

Because of the budget shortfall, the following exams will be eliminated:

· LOTE Regents

· January Regents examinations (When a Regents exam in a language other than English is not made available by the state, schools are allowed to use locally developed exams, aligned to Checkpoint B, to satisfy diploma requirements. There are also a number of commercially available exams that Districts may administer to students to ensure foreign language competence and attainment of the Learning Standards. (e.g., SAT II, AP, Cambridge IGCSE and International Baccalaureate).
Dignity for All Students Act
A statewide task force has been convening to plan for the July, 2012, implementation of the law. Penny Williams, the Youth Development coordinator, is on the committee. Don’t do anything about it, yet.

