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BOCES Curriculum and Instruction Council

May 14, 2009
8:00am Coffee and Conversations

8:30 – 10:30am Meeting
Précis
Updates
· State Ed Updates
· State Ed has three specific options for you to consider for future administrations of the Grades 3-8 ELA and Math exams. The three options are:

· Option 1: Administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics (Math) Tests concurrently during the first week of May and score both sets of examinations during the second week of May.

· Option 2: Keep the administration of the Grades 3-8 Mathematics Tests in early March and move the administration of the ELA Tests from January to late March/early April.

· Option 3: Retain the current testing calendar.

Please review each of three options carefully, as well as the advantages of putting in place each option and steps that would be required to modify the examination schedule, and indicate which of these options you like on the next SED survey by May 28, 2009.

· The potential exists that Physical Education regulations will be revised. The proposal (this might be an item for the June Regents meeting) is that schools which house a 5th and 6th with a 7th and 8th grade will be able to use the PE requirements as stated for 7th and 8th grade for 5th and 6th.

· Revisions of the middle-level indicators checklist for library/media centers are a possibility and will be considered at a library/media center summit that is scheduled for this summer.

· The ELA Standards revisions panel will have a draft ready for public feedback in the summer or fall of 2009. It is intended that the Board of Regents adopt new ELA Learning Standards and [grade by grade] Performance Indicators in the fall of 2009. Statewide rollout of the new ELA Standards and the development of revised state assessments will follow. In the past, three years were provided between the rollout of new ELA Learning Standards and state assessments (year 1 = information dissemination, year 2 = professional development, year 3 = instructional change). That will be the recommendation for an implementation timetable from SED. A decision has been made to organize the ELA Standards into two categories: Literacy and Literature. The two new domains, viewing and presenting, remain in the draft. Guidance will accompany the new ELA Learning Standards that will address ELLs, SWDs, etc. All standards reviews will pause after the ELA review is completed.
· The draft document: Guidelines and Resources for Social and Emotional Development and Learning in New York State, is now circulating. There are a variety of resources and guidance included in the document. The SED also has a resource site for Social-Emotional Learning. Some places are using surveys to assess the “health” of their students, including NYC. Illinois actually has social emotional learning standards. Another good resource is the Collaborative for Social Emotional Learning.
· State Budget Update
· The State has started to receive stimulus money but it is not yet flowing to districts.

· We’re getting closer to having answers about the IDEA Part B and Title IA spending and budgeting guidelines. It looks like these monies will have to be budgeted for by September 2010 but not all spent until September 2011. Stay tuned…

· Legislative
· The talk about tax caps and circuit breakers has resurfaced; NYSUT seems to be supporting the idea of a circuit breaker.

· Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment
· Due to the decrease in request from districts, the CI&A department will be forced to down-size. Specific information will be available in June.

· Districts are strongly encouraged to make their arrangements for next year (and ideally to start thinking about the subsequent year) as soon as possible to ensure that district needs can be accommodated by the department.

· At the added BCIC meeting on June 11th we will compare plans among districts to identify potential common PD needs for next year.

· There are two professional development opportunities this summer addressing formative assessment:
· Using Formative Assessment to Inform Instruction is June 29 & 30. Teachers, teacher leaders, and administrators come (preferably in teams) to build capacity for next year. Learn how to use formative assessment as a process to guide classroom instructional decisions. The workshop is FREE, including registration, materials & books, food, and stipended attendance (stipends at BOCES rate). Note: this is almost completely subscribed! Act now! 
· Formative Assessment for Leaders is a regional professional development experience for administrators and teacher leaders. Day 1, July 13, is about formative assessment, cultural vs. structural Change, developing leadership capacity, assessing needs, and next steps.  Day 2, August 3, is about using formative assessment data to inform instruction, creating a balanced assessment framework, interventions, and connecting the process and action planning. A fee of approximately $125 for one day or $200 for both includes all materials, continental breakfast, and lunch. Confirm your attendance soon!
· Mentor training/Supporting novice teachers.
· 21st Century Mentors is coming to our area. This is a nationally recognized approach to mentoring that reflects research and best practice. The instructor just finished a three-year implementation with the Pittsford School District.
· Why Didn’t I Learn this in College? Is planned to run parallel with 21st Century Mentors. This is another nationally recognized program from the same provider as above that is designed to support novice teachers and to get them on track for long-term success.
ASCD Professional Library Announcement

· The Instructional Support Services of OCM BOCES is pleased to announce that they have purchased the electronic version of the ASCD Professional Library for all the teachers in the entire OCM BOCES area. This means:

· 56 completely searchable texts from ASCD

· On-line access from home or school

· Books are viewable ( and legally printable) in html or pdf format

· An official announcement with access directions and the complete list of titles is coming soon. 
English Language Learners and Good ESL Programs
· Justine Kolb, Coordinator of the Bilingual/ESL Technical Assistance Center, addressed the group. After a simulation that expressed the experience English Language Learners often have in the classroom, Justine provided the group with information about ELLS and Students with Interrupted Formal Education (SIFEs).

· [image: image2.jpg]OCMBOCES }:€

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm




[image: image3.png]mi’
3 M

iaassmom Instruction
English Language Learners

] «



At the Mid-Sate BETAC website, a variety of information can be found including professional development opportunities, regulatory advice and forms, current information, and many other resources.
· BCIC members in attendance received two books: 

· Getting Started with English language Learners by Judie Haynes

· Classroom Instruction that works with English Language Learners by Jane Hill & Kathleen Flynn

NOTE: We decided to add another BCIC meeting on June 11th. At that meeting we will plan for BCIC for next year and we will work to identify all of the district PD initiatives for the upcoming year in order to identify potential collaboration and parallel efforts. Please come to this meeting prepared with a list of your PD needs for the 2009-2010 school year!
