[image: image1.jpg]OCMBOCES }:€

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm





BOCES Curriculum and Instruction Council

November 12, 2009
Précis
There was a small discussion of the article: “Setting the Record Straight on “High-Yield” Strategies” prior to the meeting. The chart of strategies that Marzano included in the article has been converted to a linked document. The strategies have been hot-linked to ASCD collection.
Updates
· State Ed updates were shared, including a hotlink to the DRAFT of the NYS Learning Technology plan.
· Legislative – the legislature is in session now… not sure how things will work out with mid-year cuts. 
· Balance letters were distributed that show each district where it stands with regard to CI&A so far this year (updates will also be provided in the winter and in the spring).   Curriculum, Instruction & Assessment has worked from the district planning data to create the new professional development opportunities for this spring, all aimed at closing the knowing-doing gap (see below). These will run only if districts want them to run. Decisions about which opportunities will run be made right after the December BCIC meting. So, please make your decisions about participation by the December meeting.
· 6 + 1 Traits of Writing
· Vocabulary Instruction in the Content Areas
· Taking Co-Teaching to the Next Level
· Closing the Formative Assessment Knowing-Doing Gap
· Closing the Differentiated Instruction Knowing-Doing Gap
· Professional Development for the School Secretary
· Leadership Activities
· The next couple of Leading and Learning in Central New York sessions are of a “nitty-gritty” nature:
· Health & Safety Issues in Schools In addition to the primary mission of student achievement, school leaders also have the responsibility for students’ health and safety while they are at school. Dave Daignault will review all of the health and safety requirements, plans, and considerations with leaders. Tuesday, November 17th, 9:00 –11:00am, Henry B Conference Room. Register.
· Legal Advice: Student Discipline While you work to create safe and comfortable environment for learning in your school and district, it is also critical to follow the regulations when disciplining students. This session will offer you the concrete information you need to avoid those sticky discipline situations so you can focus on proactive and positive interventions. Tuesday, December 1st, 9-11:00am, Center Conference Room, Henry B. Register.
· Data Mining: Using COGNOS, ReportNet, and Data Mentor to Answer Your Data Questions Bring your data questions to either of these sessions and the experts from the CNYRIC Data Warehouse will work with you to use COGNOS, ReportNet, and Data Mentor to dig into your own data to locate helpful nuggets of information. Armed with answers to your data questions, you will be better able to make informed decisions in your school and district. NOTE: We will want to know your data question prior to the session in order to best be prepared to help you on your data-mining expedition. Tuesday, December 8, 9-11am or 1-3:00pm, Distance Learning Room, Henry B. Register
· Leading the Learning: November 13th Preview is ready to go. Enrollment is at 48. In the weeks following the preview, look for communication about how you ca sign up your administration for a 2010-2011 cohort.
· Principals Meetings are continuing. 
· ASCD Collection (Gale is looking to create our list of books that we want included – click here to suggest an ASCD title that you would like added to the collection).
· Check out the Instructional Technology & Design for the latest information.
· The next Central New York – NYSASCD event is a technology fair scheduled for January 20th at the West Genesee High School. On March 9th they’ll have another “casual conversation,” this time with Allison Zmuda.
Assessment (continuing agenda item)
· Please tell CI&A VERY SOON if you will want BOCES involvement with your 3-8 scoring. We will soon be matching people to requests.
· 3-8 Tests are supposed to arrive during the April break. “The 3-8 tests will arrive at schools according to the standard delivery schedule, approximately one or two days before the start of testing.” No response to the concern that the tests would be arriving during vacation for our part of the state.
· The ELA Regents will move to a 3hr exam in January of 2011.
· There were some glitches the FastScore for Regents last year – mostly due to the high volume in a concentrated period of time. North Syracuse and Liverpool are working closely with the CNYRIC to resolve any issues.
· Different districts do different things during January Regents week and there was quite a difference among the districts represented at the meeting. Some close all four days. Some close for some days for some grades. Some close only for rating day. Others don’t close at all.
21st Century Skills: What? Why? How?

· July Event Information
· Topic of upcoming BCIC meeting(s)

· Launch of Curriculum21
· Book is on its way for BCIC members: 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our Times 
Content Area Literacy
· Copies of the latest report from Carnegie, “Time to Act: An Agenda for Advancing Adolescent Literacy for College and Career Success” were distributed.
· A slide show was shared that could be used to launch a content area effort at the secondary level. It shows examples of literacy from content areas and from unconventional places that can make the point that content area literacy is important in every content area. Feel free to adapt the slide show to fit your needs. Note: the embedded sounds might not transfer through the upload and download process.
· What districts are doing:
· How can we help our secondary teachers get a better handle on reading level? 

· STAR Reader can give 4-8th grade reading levels, but be careful (translate to lexiles)

· READ180 can provide information about reading level of students

· Stanford on-line 6-12 provides information about reading level and also identifies trouble area. (B’ville all 6th graders, others in AIS)

· GRADE used at North Syracuse (detailed information provided. from Pearson).
· Content are literacy at JD Middle. Focusing this year on vocabulary instruction and how teachers can teach vocabulary in their content area
· Some newer texts come with on-line or audio version. Bookshare.org has most textbooks, including older editions. Have one account for the district. College level texts are turning toward electronic (and open-source) versions. Public libraries have a lot in mp3s.

· Including literacy in content area maps.
· Active Literacy Across the Curriculum recommended. It has been used successfully by Marcellus, FM, Chittenango, and JD.
Communicating and Coordinating Professional Development Needs for Next Year
· Beginning at the December BCIC meeting, information about district priorities and plans for 2010-2011 will be collected. This information will contribute directly to the budget and planning process for CI&A for next year. Please come prepared to share your plans for 2010-2011.
Earning College Credits in High School Committee
· We want to form an ad hoc committee to explore the issue of HS credits in high school (AP, SUPA, Caz, LeMoyne, PTLW, OCC, TC3, etc.) and how they are treated by colleges and universities. Jeff will send out an initiation to BCIC and high school principals as well as local admissions office folks. The committee. Ideally, will include admin, counselors, and high ed.
Other

· Do any districts offer block scheduling by semester courses, rather than full year courses?  No one replied that they do.
Remaining Meetings:
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