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BOCES Curriculum and Instruction Council

January 8, 2009
8:00am Coffee and Conversations

8:30 – 10:30am Meeting
Précis
Updates
· The Instructional Support Services division of OCM BOCES has reorganized their website (iss.ocmboces.org) to include a button for BCIC. At the BCIC location on the website, all of the documents from our BCIC meetings and initiatives will be archived electronically for BCIC retrieval as convenient. Our documents will be stored by the month in which the meeting occurs (January is up). Click here to see it.
· Beginning on January 9th, BCIC members will receive the ISS Weekly Dispatch via email. The Weekly Dispatch is intended to be a succinct, electronic message that administrators will receive each Friday morning that will include SED and regional information, news about local events and collaborations, and reminders of upcoming ISS training opportunities. Rather than sending a barrage of forwarded messages we’ll use this single point of communication regularly in order to provide streamlined and respectful communication.
· There were no legislative updates.

· Information about the PE Plan requirement was distributed. The Comptroller’s office recently released their audit report which referenced a PE Plan requirement. Regulations do require that districts have a PE Plan on file with SED. CR 135.4 describes the content of the plan.
· CNYASCD will have a dinner meeting with Debra Pickering on March 19th. Debra is working with East Syracuse-Minoa and they asked her to include an evening session with CNY ASCD when making their agreement. If you will be bringing in a big speaker to your district, please consider including an evening meeting with CNY ASCD in your arrangements with the speaker/consultant.
· There is interest in collecting and archiving APPR plans and documents for limited BCIC use. Jeff will explore the creation of a password protect archive of our APPR documents. In the meantime, please send Jeff a copy of your APPR and any accompanying documents and forms. An electronic format is best; otherwise the documents will be scanned-in with a resulting slight loss in print quality.
21st Century Learning Skills
· Penny Williams shared some basic information about 21st Century Skills and Global Achievement. Her presentation has been posted to the BCIC site. Penny reminded us of the Two Million Minutes movie. She also referenced Tony Wagner and the work he is doing bring attention to a Global Achievement Gap.


What’s important?
· We looked at the chart of instructional initiatives in all our districts that was generated at the last meeting. We then worked in groups to identify the objectives we are hopping to achieve with those initiatives. This has been compiled into a chart that outlined many of the objectives of our various initiatives. We can look for themes and commonalities as opportunities for collaboration and learning from each other. These objectives will be incorporated into planning and professional development at OCM BOCES.
Formative Assessment Discussion

· Several of us remained after the meeting to discuss the topic of formative assessment. The reason for the discussion was that there is some interest, regionally, in putting together something to address formative assessment. It is such a nebulous topic with different interpretations and so the conversation with the goal of refining interest, if any, in our area. In a nutshell, here’s what we agreed:
· There are plenty of assessments that we already do in our classrooms, schools, and districts; we don’t really have a desire to create any additional assessments.

· The assessments we do have (and the data that come from the assessments) aren’t having the extent of impact on classroom instructional decision making that we desire.

· Helping teachers to do something different in their classrooms based on their data remains a goal.

· Our building leaders need guidance and support in facilitating this in their buildings.

· Reconciliation of formative assessment and grading practices is necessary.

· It really all comes down to “monitor and adjust.”
· Nancy Tario shared the Formative Assessment Guidebook that had been prepared by the Diocese’s Curriculum Committee. 

· Jeff will take the notes of this meeting and share them with the regional folks to see if there is any desire to combine forces. Stay tuned…
Future Meetings
· One of the most frequently mentioned items in all of our charts of work has been RTI. So, at our next meeting we’ll try to tackle the question: How’s Your RTI? What do/don’t the regs say about RTI? What is the current best thinking about RTI? How are each other approaching RTI?
· Remaining Meetings for the Year:

· February 12, 2009

· March 12, 2009
· April 9, 2009

· May 14, 2009
