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BOCES Curriculum and Instruction Council

January 14, 2010
Précis
Booktalk
· For next month, read Part II of 21st Century Skills: Learning for Life in Our Times. We will have a book talk about this part preceding our next BCIC meeting. There is also an asynchronous conversation occurring at the BCIC wiki. Note: Jeff will demonstrate the wiki at the next meeting.
Updates
· State Ed – the items in the update were reviewed and discussed.
· Legislative – Race To The Top memoranda are due -- approximately 94% of superintendents signed on. The percentage of teacher associations signing on is less than that, however. Whether the state gets the money we will all have to live with the consequences of the hurried changes made to enable the application.
· CI&A new PD that will move forward based on our long(er) term planning:

· 6 + 1 Traits of Writing (a second session has been scheduled; the first is now operating with a wait-list)
· Closing the Formative Assessment Knowing-Doing Gap
· Closing the Differentiated Instruction Knowing-Doing Gap
· Professional Development for the School Secretary
· Professional development NOT going forward at this time because of low interest (but these keep coming up as needs in the region so we will work harder to get this right for districts):

· Vocabulary Instruction in the Content Areas
· Taking Co-Teaching to the Next Level
· New project for this summer (ISS, ITD, SS)

· Two sessions of Tech Camp with Meg Ormiston have been scheduled. At Tech Camp, participants will create curriculum projects and a comprehensive plan to use Web 2.0 strategies with students. Participants will learn how to organize digital resources to share with colleagues. Other areas explored through course include assessment, differentiating curriculum, meeting the needs of students of all abilities, and engaging students to increase student achievement. Two camp sessions are scheduled but SPACE IS VERY LIMITED: August 2-6 and August 9-13, 2010.
· Leadership Activities
· Leading and Learning in Central New York
· Principals Meetings – Middle School principals met yesterday and discussed retention policies and summer programming. Middle level principals will be surveyed about summer school soon, trying to determine if the orientation of the summer program should shift from looking back to repeat courses to preparing students to be successful in their next year.
· ASCD Collection (titles suggest so far – use the link to the left to suggest any other titles before we submit out list to ACSD and Gale)
· Teaching the Best Practice Way Harvey Daniels and Marilyn Bazar
· Fair Isn't Always Equal - Rick Wormeli

· Rethinking Homework

· Mapping the Big Picture

· How the Brain Learns by David Sousa
· Building Academic Vocabulary: Teacher's Manual The Curriculum Mapping Planner: Templates, Tools, and Resources for Effective Professional Development
· Never Work Harder Than Your Students and Other Principles of Great Teaching
· Instructional Technology & Design – Stay current using the website. The next in the TALKS Series, Joan Getman, is scheduled for January 19th.
· Central New York – NYSASCD January 20th Technology Fair
· Lightly pencil in July 13-15, 2011, for Professional learning Communities at Work Institute located in CNY. This should be similar to this event. 
Assessment (continuing agenda item)
· Presentation from CNYRIC Data Warehouse/Test Scoring to review timelines and procedures
· Michele Rourke and Noelle Hickok will be sending roster sheets out prior to answer sheets so you have the opportunity to make corrections ahead of the test.  Check the roster against your records.  This will alleviate many issues.  These will come in February.

· Answer sheets will come quickly because of the tight timeline, so please be prepared to receive them according to the timeline.  Answer sheets can’t be made, however, until approval has been received from the State.  Answer sheets should arrive in schools 2-3 weeks before the test administration.

· You can send in sheets by grade level as soon as they are scored, don’t wait until all tests are done.

· Piloted “scan while you wait” process where a district rep stands by, with another district representative standing by in the district with the booklets.  This pilot went very well (12 districts) for Social Studies 5.  They are trying to use this for ELA and Math 3-8.  Specifics will be forthcoming.  If you didn’t participate in the pilot but want to us “scan while you wait”, contact Michele and she will accommodate you.

· RIC staff is willing to come to your own district quality control session to review the process.  Contact Michele or Noelle:  mrourke@cnyric.org or nhickok@cnyric.org 

· Testing and Quality Control Presentation
· Important Dates for Assessment
· Scanning Deadlines
· Quality Control Documents
· 3-8 Scoring 
· A district matrix of 3-8 testing support needs is nearly complete. Just a few more districts need to confirm their participation and information. 
Planning for 2010-2011
· The organizers that project work for next year were collected if ready. If you didn’t send Jeff your organizer, please do so.
· Districts indicated what they will be focusing on for next year

· This information will be organized and presented to BCIC for the February meeting at which time some regional priorities and actions will be identified.

Earning College Credits in High School Committee
· Here’s the list of districts interested so far (last call):
· Homer Senior High

· CNS High School

· Baldwinsville Central School District

· Chittenango

· Marathon Central School District
· Fayetteville-Manlius High School 

· West Genesee CSD
· Marcellus CSD
· DeRuyter Central School

· Westhill High School
· LaFayette

· Liverpool

· East Syracuse-Minoa
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