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SED Update September 2009
The Times They Are A-Changin’

While there are many things going on at SED, at the same time many issues are on hold. Big decisions and the future direction of SED are a little bit in limbo waiting for Commissioner Steiner’s and Deputy Commissioner King’s arrival. Also delaying things are the Race to the Top application and decision (to be made early in 2010). One thing that is known is that the state is in bad fiscal shape.
SED Technology and Regional Technology Forums

An office of Educational Technology Policy and Programs for SED has been created with Larry Paska as the manager of the department. One of the first charges of the new department is the development of an educational technology plan. With regard to the development of the plan, the Regents are inviting public input about technology through forums, surveys, and focus groups. The forums have begun and we are all encouraged to participate in them. Our local forum is October 14th, 4:00pm, at Roxboro Road Middle School. Registration (free) is being taken on-line. After input has been gathered a plan will be developed, implemented, and then monitored after its development. It will inform budgetary decisions and priorities. 

Delivering on the Promise (High School Completion)
SED continues to put energy into student engagement and dropout prevention in this year following the Governor’s Summit. Different work groups around the state are working on and sharing their regional events. In our area, Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES is hosting an event on October 29th in Auburn.
These are the issues that the Regents are wrestling with related to high school completion and graduation rates (questions the Regents are considering and accompanying slides):

1. Phase-out of the local diploma for general education students.

2. Timing for federal four-year graduation cohort definition.

3. Extended-year graduation rate for accountability.

4. Establishment of an “aspirational” graduation rate goal as well as an accountability graduation rate goal.

5. Rigor of the accountability graduation rate goal and annual target(s).

6. Extending the current “safety net” for students with disabilities – VESID.

The present graduation target for NYS is 55%. There is a great deal of discussion by the Board of Regents about this target (too low?). Moving to a five-year standard (possible under NCLB) seems to have support. Decisions about the safety net, the RCT, the local diploma, and graduation cohort need to be reached by January. 
There is data indicating that the Global Studies Regents examination is the test most likely to be a cause of failure to graduate. Just which and how many Regents examinations are required is under discussion.
The data also indicate that when students score less than 85% on Regents exams the likelihood of graduating from college drops dramatically.
For special education students, the long-range, visionary goal is an 80% graduation rate. Presently, these are the special education targets:

44% for 2008-2009

49% for 2009-2010

52% for 2010-2011

ELA Standards Revision

The revision to the standards is on hold, depending on what happens with the national (NGA/CCSSO) standards. Grade level standards are due out from NGA/CCSSO in November; end-of-high-school standards are available for reading and comment. Until there is resolution with the national standards there won’t be much work done with state standards. 

Technical Assistance and Support Organization 

SETRC is no more. It has been replaced with two centers: the Special Education School Improvement Specialists (SE-SIS) for work with specific districts in the BOCES and the Regional Special Education Technical Assistance and Support Center (RSE-TASC) which will work with VESID and SEQA to coordinate and deliver regional support. 
The goal of the Regents is to have an integrated system of school improvement centers. The Regents want to see a stronger support structure put into place and want it to be a system that is similar between special education and general education. Some statewide centers don’t make sense to be integrated, but most do. 

State Assessments

The 3-8 testing dates will not be changed. SED reports that this is a better placement in the year from a technical perspective; separating the math and ELA tests by two months as they were made it difficult to draw conclusions about the two forms of cognition (ELA and mathematics). Measurement should stabilize in the new schedule and the development of growth models will be facilitated. 

There is no change in the 3-8 test formats. There will be no change in the number of items or in the structure of the items. Scoring cannot begin earlier than stated in the calendar.
SED is not too worried about administration; scoring is more problematic. This year, DVDs will be sent rather than using podcasts on the website in order to preserve security. They will be sent on Monday, April 26th in order to arrive on April 30th. Scoring materials must be locked up. Principals ought to pay attention to the test administration procedures -- administration errors occur more often than they should.
The precision of the 3-8 tests is really centered on the cut point between level 2 and 3. The standard error at the 2-3 cut point is much less than the 1-2 and 3-4 cut points. There is no way to get greater precision about the other cut points without a much longer test. The Board of Regents has expressed interest in increasing the rigor of the cut-points. Resetting the cut points requires exploration of technical procedures and the Board of Regents will then decide how to act. Elevating cut points will be a policy, and not an assessment, decision. It looks likely, at least for math.
An RFP for the 8th grade technology assessment is being prepared.
New York State Reading Resource Center
Resources for the teaching of reading are collected at the New York State Reading Resource Center (NYSRRC). There is on-line professional development, collections of artifacts, and up-to-date information about reading instruction. The Reading Academy Foundation Course is an interactive, on-line coursework for collaborative groups. It is 60-hours of collaborative professional development that extends over 6-8 months. Teachers go through this (free) course as a group, led by a self-identified facilitator. Typically, a district’s or school’s literacy coach would facilitate the group study. An electronic forum is set up for the group to enable asynchronous discussion by the study group. The resource center also includes “Info-Files,” which are thematic collections of resources about comprehension, vocabulary, sustainability, and coaching. The center also has “It’s in the Bag” which is a collection of sets of ten copies of books that schools can borrow and use for a study group.

Social and Emotional Learning
The final comment period on the Social and Emotional Learning Standards is coming to a close. The SEL Standards will then be presented to both the Commissioner of Education and Health Commissioner for signing. There is a Social and Emotional Learning Summit taking place in Central New York on November 5th.
