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SED Update June 2010
State Education Department Reorganization
The reorganization of SED continues. Proposed reorganization includes merging the Offices of P-12 Education and Special Education (supposed to be completed for July 1 implementation), realignment within the P-12 division, and budgeting processes within SED. 
Delay of Release in 3-8 Scores

The delay in the 3-8 scores is to allow time to reset the cut-points. There are two reasons why cut-points are being reset. First, score inflation has to be counteracted. The census field test actually served a variety of purposes: to provide a secure anchor set, to field-test items, to provide items to anchor to national assessments (NAEP), and to start the vertical scoring alignment. These multiple purposes will provide information to correct score inflation (to which the increases in statewide student achievement over recent years are being at least partially attributed). Secondly, the Board of Regents believes that students are not adequately prepared for college and therefore scores should be lower in order to push achievement. So, cut-points will become more rigorous. Scores will be released during the week of July 26th at the earliest.
Assessment News
The State’s and Department’s budget woes have made it difficult to provide all of the resources that accompany Regents examinations in paper form. More and more will be posted on-line rather than. ELA 11 scoring guides, for example, will be posted at 11:00am the morning of each exam for local reproduction. 

Decisions have not yet been made about which Regents examinations will continue and which will be eliminated due to the structural deficit. The Board of Regents will consider cutting tests at their June meeting. The idea of three test administrations are still under consideration – it is possible that one of the three administrations will be eliminated (possibly January). 
ELA and math test (3-8) specifications will be different next year, doubling the number of multiple choice items and adjusting the way that writing mechanics are measured. The listening section will no longer have an essay associated with it (only multiple choice), so other ways to measure writing mechanics will be included (multiple choice). The new specifications will be released by the end of the school year.
The new 3-hr Regents examination specifications and sampler will be posted on June 15th. The first administration will be January, 2011. It will be based on the 2005 ELA Core Curriculum, standards 1-3 (reading, writing, and listening). It will consist of:

· 25 multiple choice questions,
· two short constructed-response items, and
· one essay (critical lens).
The same learning standards will be assessed, there will still be a listening passage, writing is still required, and the critical lens essay remains unchanged. The reading passages will be a little longer than they used to be. This will remain as the interim assessment until the national assessment is implemented. 
As recommended in a state audit of assessment practices, school districts will have to scan all Regents examination answer sheets (provided that we still have the Regents exams). The scanning of forms will eliminate errors in calculations (addition and conversion chart). Right now there are several versions of answer sheets used in the state; it is likely that there will have to be agreement on a single form. 
National assessments, based on the Common Core Standards, can be expected for 2014-2015. New York is part of the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Career (PARCC) assessment consortium. This is one of the two major (and competing) assessment consortia in the nation.

Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR)
The proposed standards, elements, and indicators for the new statewide APPR are supposed to go to the Board of Regents in September for their action. It is likely that there will be an explicit connection between the teaching standards currently under development (see item below) and the 60% of the teacher evaluation – the teaching standards could replace the existing eight requirements in the old APPR requirements. Implementation of the new student achievement provisions might be phased in based on the availability of standardized assessments (starting with 4-8). There are so many questions that have to be addressed that the best thing for districts to do is to wait for the issues to be resolved. It looks like the State will have directions for us that are more specific than we have received in the past.

Teaching Standards
A preliminary draft of standards for teaching was presented to the Regents (seven standards with elements for each standard). These teaching standards, if established, can become the foundation for other initiatives such as teacher preparation program improvement, performance-based assessments for teacher candidates, the APPR, and the establishment of a teacher career ladder. A work group from the representative groups in the field had been working on these teaching standards, while AFT/NYSUT and Rhode Island have been working on a separate initiative that included the development of teaching standards. At this point the AFT work is more complete than the State version. There is a possibility that these two, now parallel, efforts could be merged. A complete draft of teaching standards might reach the Regents in October.
Common Core State Standards
The final version has been released. 
A crosswalk is being prepared which will compare our present math standards with the Common Core.

The math standards were not accompanied by any appendices. 

For ELA, there are 21 College and Career Readiness standards in five strands. The overall standards are not too different than the present standards but the way they are organized and expressed is different. Only a few texts are required in the document; the longer lists of suggested texts are recommendations, not requirements. In the back of the ELA document you can find information about literacy in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects.
The Board of Regents will review the new standards at the June meeting. Action is expected in July. Once officially adopted, the development of the 15% will begin. In July, small groups of less than fifteen people will meet in July to make recommendations about what should be added. These additions will then be reviewed and vetted by developmental specialists. The Board of Regents is expected to act on the additions in the fall with the total package being finished by January.
It is not yet clear if a statewide curriculum will be developed. It would be premature for districts to start to revise their curricula at this time. It is a better idea to wait for the final state document and to wait for more information about any possible statewide or national curricula. Standards implementation and state curriculum guidance documents will not be available until September 2011.
Certification Regulations Relaxation and Flexibility
In response to requests from NYSCOSS and districts, SED tried to provide some flexibility in certification requirements (primarily at the middle level and early childhood). Because there are so many reductions-in-force across the state, the Department is allowing some temporary extensions to cover the middle grades. This is not intended for the least senior person to move to the middle; rather, it is intended to allow the best qualified person to move to the middle-level. There is no compulsion to a district to do this; it is just flexibility that has been provided. This can only be done if there is a reduction-in-force. 

