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SED Update January 2010
Race to the Top
New York’s Race to the Top application is due to the US Department of Education on January 19th. New York State is eligible to receive, if successful, $400 - $700 Million in funds.

Replacing the IEP Diploma
There is discussion about replacing the IEP Diploma with some sort of exiting credential. It is proposed that the Board of Regents establish a new Certificate that would document a student’s level of achievement towards the State learning standards, with specific information in the areas of career development, integrated learning and universal foundation skills.  The proposed Certificate would not be considered a high school diploma in accordance with State standards or for the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) or Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) accountability purposes, but would provide a Certificate denoting a student's attained skills as measured in relation to the NYS Learning Standards, including the State's Career Development and Occupational Studies (CDOS) Learning Standards.  
Assessment

It is likely that of New York State will join in a consortium of states that will work toward jointly developing and implementing common assessments aligned with national standards.  
There is also discussion about revising the Regents Examination Program to include:

· ELA 9, ELA 10, ELA 11

· Global 9, Global 10

· Additional examinations related to 21st Century Skills (financial literacy, economics, arts, technology)
The 3-8 testing program is also being considered for change:

· Allowing for vertical scaling

· Blended science (or STEM) testing, possibly on-line.

Extension of the Regents Competency Test (RCT) Safety Net

The Board of Regents approved the extension of the Regents Competency Test (RCT) Safety Net to all eligible students with disabilities entering grade 9 prior to the 2011-12 school year. 

P-20 Longitudinal Data System and Growth Model

The Board of Regents approved development of a potential new accountability model that includes growth measures. P-12 data would be connected to higher education data systems.  See the Regents item on the P-20 Longitudinal Data System and Growth Model for more information.
Establishing a Graduation Rate Goal and Annual Targets for Accountability

The Board of Regents adopted recommendations for establishing a graduation rate goal and annual targets for the 2009-10 and 2010-11 school years for submission to the U.S. Department of Education for approval. 

· Set for NCLB accountability purposes a graduation goal that 80% of the "all students" group graduates from high school within the specified number of years. 

· Establish a progress target for the 2009-10 and 2010-2011 school years that schools and district below the graduation rate goal achieve a 20% gap reduction for the "all students" group. 

· Not establish a minimum graduation rate (floor) for accountability purposes until New York begins with 2011-12 school year results to use a five year extended year graduation rate. 

· Set an aspirational graduate goal that 95% of each school's and district's "all students group" graduate within five years and publicize on school and district report cards whether this goal has been achieved. 

