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SED Update February 2010
Budget
The topic that is underlying all conversations, at the state level and locally, is money. Our districts are funded by 25% - 80% through their state aid. In many districts, in order to make up the difference, local taxes would have to be increased by approximately 15%. That is unlikely to happen. Every discussion occurs under the shadow of funding (see the RTTP item below).
3-8 Mathematics Testing Changes
With regard to this year’s 3-8 mathematics tests, here’s a message from the Regents agenda item that says a wider variety of performance indicators will be tested: “The math exams will move from March to May and will expand to cover performance indicators that: 1) have not been tested before; or 2) have not been tested within the past two years. Over the span of the 6 grades tested, on average, a minimum of approximately 25% of the questions on the 2010 math exams will cover performance indicators that were not covered by the questions on the 2009 Tests. The number of actual test questions will remain the same.” The following are the documents related to 3-8 math testing in the last year:

· Grades 3-8 Mathematics Testing Program Guidance, September-April/May-June (July 2009)

· Changes in the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts and Mathematics Testing Program (October 2009)

· Guide to the Grades 3–8 Testing Program in English Language Arts and Mathematics (Fall 2009)

Race To the Top
NYS is in the running for the $700 million. The state should hear about the application in two months. If unsuccessful there is a second round. If the state receives the grant, the state will:

· Provide a better P-20 data system (how are kids doing and how do we use the data to inform instruction?)
· Focus on improving teaching across the state by improving teacher preparation programs to better prepare teachers for what they really need to be a good teacher. Pre-service teachers would start to “teach” as freshman. Alternative paths to teaching would be opened. Programs for administrators would become more clinically rich (becoming more like the Oswego program) and institute an APPR-like process for administrators.
· Standards and assessments will evolve (in conjunction with the core standards movement). Consortia of states developing assessments are being formed; NYS belongs to several. State standards revision efforts remain on “pause” because of this. 

SED Personnel Changes
The hiring of senior leadership continues. Many of the top leaders are Ivy-League educated and many have experience with charter schools. Will they push for more flexibility and innovation in public schools o open the doors to more charter schools? There also seems to be a lot of attention being paid to NYC.
Virtual Schools
Obstacles to virtual learning are being discussed. Language at the April Board of Regents meeting is expected. The language might change the “seat time” requirements that have been, so far, blocking many on-line learning initiatives. There are proposals for virtual charter schools – and according to the rules for charter schools state revenue follows the students. 
Graduation Rate
Approximately 70% of students graduate high school in NYS. The standard will be moving from 55% to 80%. The graduation rates for SWD will continue to be disaggregated -- and these rates are even lower (57% of SWD graduate in our 23 components). It is estimated that the percentage of schools not making AYP will double as this standard is changed.
