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State Ed Update: May, 2009
State Ed has three specific options for you to consider for future administrations of the Grades 3-8 ELA and Math exams. The three options are:

· Option 1: Administer the English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics (Math) Tests concurrently during the first week of May and score both sets of examinations during the second week of May.

· Option 2: Keep the administration of the Grades 3-8 Mathematics Tests in early March and move the administration of the ELA Tests from January to late March/early April.

· Option 3: Retain the current testing calendar.

Please review each of three options carefully, as well as the advantages of putting in place each option and steps that would be required to modify the examination schedule, and indicate which of these options you like on the next SED survey by May 28, 2009.
The potential exists that Physical Education regulations will be revised. The proposal (this might be an item for the June Regents meeting) is that schools which house a 5th and 6th with a 7th and 8th grade will be able to use the PE requirements as stated for 7th and 8th grade for 5th and 6th.

Revisions of the middle-level indicators checklist for library/media centers are a possibility and will be considered at a library/media center summit that is scheduled for this summer.

The ELA Standards revisions panel will have a draft ready for public feedback in the summer or fall of 2009. It is intended that the Board of Regents adopt new ELA Learning Standards and [grade by grade] Performance Indicators in the fall of 2009. Statewide rollout of the new ELA Standards and the development of revised state assessments will follow. In the past, three years were provided between the rollout of new ELA Learning Standards and state assessments (year 1 = information dissemination, year 2 = professional development, year 3 = instructional change). That will be the recommendation for an implementation timetable from SED. A decision has been made to organize the ELA Standards into two categories: Literacy and Literature. The two new domains, viewing and presenting, remain in the draft. Guidance will accompany the new ELA Learning Standards that will address ELLs, SWDs, etc. All standards reviews will pause after the ELA review is completed.
The draft document: Guidelines and Resources for Social and Emotional Development and Learning in New York State, is now circulating. There are a variety of resources and guidance included in the document. The SED also has a resource site for Social-Emotional Learning. Some places are using surveys to assess the “health” of their students, including NYC. Illinois actually has social emotional learning standards. Another good resource is the Collaborative for Social Emotional Learning.
