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State Ed Updates (mid-December, 2008)
· Status of Differentiated Accountability: The Differentiated Accountability proposal is still under consideration by the USDOE; no final determination has been made at this point. The same is true for Growth Model Status. (http://nysmsa.org/associations/611/files/Growth%20and%20DA.ppt)
· Regents’ State Aid Proposal: The Board of Regents released their state aid proposal. Overall, it calls for a 4.1% increase over last year which is less than they had previously said that they would request.  (http://www.oms.nysed.gov/press/stateaid_2009.htm)

· Formative Assessment Initiative: A project between the New York Comprehensive Center and the Syracuse City School District is underway. They are examining the effect of formative assessment use in the classroom on student achievement. There is discussion of a “Formative Assessment Conference” in our area which would be a regional (bigger than our BOCES) enterprise. Is there any interest?
· Board of Regents Recommendations: The Regents are considering the report they paid for with the Gates Foundation money. It includes many recommendations and they hope to reduce the number of recommendations to make them manageable. The Commissioner alluded to the fact that some of the recommendations would be drastic. We can expect them to be announced slowly during the spring.
· ELA Standards Review Update: The standards review for ELA/ELL is pausing due to reorganization at SED (and CDOS is pausing, too, as it is next in line). The following principles have been adopted for this standards review and for all subsequent  reviews:
1. Include three levels of standards (student, teacher & system)

2. Develop a single set of standards for each content area. 
3. Infuse basic and academic literacy throughout all the content areas.
4. Infuse cultural aspects of literacy throughout all the content areas as appropriate.
5. Infuse real life application skills throughout all the content areas.
6. Develop measurable standards.
7. Review PreK-12 standards within the context of a seamless P-16 continuum. 
8. Integrate technology throughout all the content areas (including presenting and viewing).


The Regents approved taking the concept of literacy (reading, writing, speaking, listening, presenting, viewing) being in all standards areas. ELA will not be the only content area responsible for literacy. There will be some cross-content literacy expectations and there will be content-specific literacy expectations in each standards area. Presenting involves selecting, synthesizing, and organizing information to convey a message. Viewing involves comprehending, critically examining, and making the use of the information in a presentation. 
· 3-8 Testing Odds and Ends:

· Reminder that no protractors or rulers are coming (http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/osa/mathei/toolsmemo-08.htm)
· Starting this school year, PDF files of exemplars with associated audio files will be posted on CTB/McGraw-Hill’s New York State web site, www.ctb.com/nys. These will be posted at the same time that the Questions and Answers for Scoring are posted, at 10 a.m. on the last day of each test administration makeup period. The PDF files and associated audio files are being provided instead of the scoring DVDs that were used in previous years. Audio and PDF files will be available for downloading at any Internet-connected computer. Users will be able to listen to and view them "live", or to save them for review at a more convenient time. The audio files will be provided in different formats so they can be played through Windows Media Player, MP3 players, MACs or iPods. PDFs can be opened and printed on any Internet-connected computer that has Adobe Acrobat Reader installed. If the Acrobat Reader is not already installed on the computer, the user may download it from: http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat/readstep2.html. The printed scoring materials provided for the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts and Mathematics Tests will be delivered in much the same manner as in past years. The complete schedule for the administration and scoring of these examinations may be accessed at: http://emsc.nysed.gov/osa/sched.html.No scoring DVDs this year, on-line scoring information will be available at 10:00 am on the last make-up day. You will be able to download things to make your own copies. Hard copies will be shipped to schools as in the past, at least this year. 
· Testing Accommodations for ELL up to two years after proficient. (http://www.emsc.nysed.gov/sar/accommodations10-08.pdf)

· There continues to be talk of compressing the 3-5 and 6-8 testing periods for ELA and math for next school year: “For the 2009-10 school year, we can [emphasis added] signal to the field now that a change will be coming so school districts and BOCES will have enough time to design their calendars. To increase test turnaround time, we can condense the testing schedule into approximately seven days and test all grades concurrently. This will still allow schools to administer make-up tests and to make sure that students who require testing accommodations are appropriately assessed.” (http://www.regents.nysed.gov/2008Meetings/May2008/0508emscd1.htm)
