
200940 BUDGETADVOCACY AND

KEY NYSUT TALKING POINTSONTHE 2009-10BUDGET:

• In thesetough economictimes,New York mustcontinueto investin public educationfrom
pre-schoolthroughcollegeto keepstudentsandthestate’seconomymovingforward.Deep
andpainñil cutsin theexecutivebudgetproposalwoulderodebothprogressandpotential,
short-circuitingthestate’scommitmentto closingtheachievementgapandfhrther
weakeningtheeconomy.

• It is time for NewYork stateto increasethestatePersonalIncomeTax on thewealthiestto
preventpainful cuts in servicescitizensrelyon — a solutionsupportedby morethan80
percentofNewYorkers.

• NewYork state,which is especiallyhardhit by theWall Streetmeltdown,needsour
representativesin Congressto advocatefiercely forthefederalstimulusrevenueneededto
supportservices,sustainstudentprogressandclosetheachievementgap.

• Thiscrisis createsan opportunityfor thegovernorandLegislatureto build atransformative
budgetthatkeepsNewYork movingforwardin educationandhealthcare,andgrowsthe
state.

URGENTNYSUT TALKING POINTPOSTED1/7 ON COMMUNITY COLLEGES:

• Thegovernoris seekingmid-yearcutsin thecurrentfiscal yearwhichwoulddamage
communitycolleges.It is essentialfor theLegislatureto resisttheproposedcutsto
CommunityCollegeBaseAid in thecurrentyear ($15million in 2008-09.)

NOTE: Specj/ic talkingpointsfor constituent groupsandongoingupdatesofthesegeneral
talkingpointsareonLeaderAccessat www.nysut.org.

WHAT LOCAL LEADERS ARE ASKED TO DO:

NYSUTurgesboardmembersandlocal presidents,in concertwith regionaloffices,to:

• Participateimmediatelyin regionalleadershipmeetingsto bebriefedby NYSUTLegislative
staff Scheduledistrictvisits assoonaspossiblewith congressionalandstatelegislativereps
to hammerhomeoururgentbudgetmessages.Thefederalstimuluspackageis currentlyin’
playandCongressionalvisitsshouldbe an immediatepriority, followedbydistrict calls to
statelegislators.

• Reachout to activateyourlocal coalitions@arents,communitymembers,others)to enlist
theirhelp in legislatorvisits, e-campaignsandlobbying.



• Hold membershipmeetingsto shareurgency,actionstepswith members.
• Monitor daily theNYSUTWebsite(www.nysut.org)aswell asthepassword-protected

LeaderAccessareaofthesite for informationalupdatesandactionsteps.Respondto
NYSUTe-alerts,andurgeyourmembersto participatein electroniccommunicationsto
electedrepresentatives.(This supplementsanddoesnotreplacein-persondistrictvisits.) Two
immediateupcomingalertswill addresscommunitycollegesandfederalaid. Whenyou
receivethesealerts,follow thedirectionsto theNYSI.JTWebsiteto senda letter, and
sharethis with your membersandcoalitionpartners.

o Takepartin theas-yet-to-be-scheduledspecialFebruarylobby day (Committeeof 100) in
Albany.

• Provideyour ideasanddeveloplocal initiatives in supportofthis crucialcampaign.
• Updateyourmemberemail listsand sharewith IT to broadenLegislation’sactivist list to be

tappedfor lettersto legislators,otherinitiatives.
• Additionally, TeacherCenterdirectorsareaskedto showcasetheirlighthouseprograms

throughtoursfor legislativerepresentativesandmedia.Theexecutivebudgetproposesto
entirelyeliminatetheffinding for thesecentersandNYSUTis lobbyingto defendthemasan
essentialresource.Keepaneyeonthewebsiteforupcominglettersandtalkingpointson
TeacherCentersandotherspecificbudgetitems.

OVERVIEW ON CURRENTBUDGET ISSUES:

The executivebudgetprojectsastatebudgetdeficit totalingover$15 billion in 2009-10andwould cut
$698million or 3.3 percentin schoolaidcomparedto 2008-09.Thefinding commitmentthroughthe
FoundationFormulaand other aid categorieswasestimatedto be$23.2billion in2009-10— this
amountsto a cutof $2.5 billion ora 12 percentcut from currentlaw. Thebudgetcontainsanumberof
damagingproposalsfor publichighereducationon top ofcutsalreadysustainedby SUNY andCUNY, a
disinvestmentthatmustbe reversed.

SchoolAid
• ThestateLegislatureshouldbeginbudgetnegotiationsby looking attheRegentsStateAid

proposalwhichwould increaseaid by $880million or 4.1 percentoverthecurrentyear.The
Regents’budgetproposal,while notperfect,representsacommitmentto maintainingthe
foundationformulaandto quality educationfor all children.As wepressto remedyits
shortfalls,NYSUT will work to build on this credibleframeworkto meettheneedsofall
districts in thestate.

Higher Education
NYSUTis askingthestateLegislatureto:

o Investin SUNY,CLJNY andthecommunitycolleges,which in an economiccrisisareeven
moreessentialassourcesfor quality educationandstateeconomicgrowth.

o Protectthe coremissionof SUNY/CUNY four-yearcampusesby ensuringstudentaccessand
maintainingthequalityof academicprogramsandstudentservices.Too manycampusesare



halting facultysearchesandincreasingclasssizeorcancelingcourses.Facultyshortagesand
fundingshortfallsdenytensofthousandsof qualifiedstudentsadmissionto four-yearpublic
collegesanduniversities.And legislatorsmustrestoretheproposed$25 million reductionin
thestatesubsidyfor SUINY hospitals.

o Restorethe proposedcutsto CommunityCollegeBaseAid in 2008-09and2009-10.For
2008-09,theseproposedmid-yearcutswould total$15 million; for 2009-10,proposedcuts
total $65 million. Theseinstitutionsarethegatewayto achievingacollegedegreefor
thousandsofpeopleandthis is especiallytruein timesof economiccrisis.

POTENTIAL SOURCESOFNEW REVENUE:

FederalStimulus
• NYSUT is workingwithNew York’s congressionaldelegationto pUsh for additionalaidto

thestatein a federaleconomic-stimuluspackageexpectedto passearlythis year. This
packagewould likely includeabig boostin statebudgetreliefby increasinghumanservice
andeducationfinding streams.If Congressenactssuchapackage,this could infuseover $5
billion intoNewYork’s treasury.Thiswouldbeanessentialhelpin closingNew York’s $15
billion budgetgapandrestoringeducationfunding.

IncreasingtheStatePersonalIncomeTax (PIT) Paidby theWealthy
o Economistssayanincreasein thepersonalincometaxon high-incometaxpayersis theleast

damagingway to balancestatebudgetsduring recessions.A temporaryincometax surcharge
couldraiseup to $7 billion annually.Variouspositive scenariosarebeingproposedby the
FiscalPolicy Instituteandothercoalition partners.Polls acrossthestateareshowing
overwhelmingpublic supportfor this approach,with 80 percentofNew Yorkerssupporting
suchanincreaseto avoidpainful cutsin services.

o New York statehascutits top personalincometax rateby morethan50 percentover thelast
30 years— from 15.375percentto 6.85 percent. Thetax cutsenactedsince1994arereducing
staterevenuesby over $16billion annually.
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