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SED Update October 2009
The Times They Are A-Changin’

While there are many things going on at SED, at the same time many issues are on hold. Big decisions and the future direction of SED are a little bit in limbo waiting for Commissioner Steiner’s and Deputy Commissioner King’s transition. Also delaying things are the Race to the Top application and decision (to be made early in 2010). One thing that is known is that the state is in bad fiscal shape.
Delivering on the Promise (High School Completion)
SED continues to put energy into student engagement and dropout prevention in this year following the Governor’s Summit. Different work groups around the state are working on and sharing their regional events. In our area, Cayuga-Onondaga BOCES is hosting an event on October 29th in Auburn.
Three changes in the definition will increase the numbers of students counted in the graduation cohort (2011-2012):

· Currently, students who have been enrolled in a particular school or district for less than five months are not counted in the cohort for school and district accountability (although we do count those students in the statewide cohort).  This exclusion will not be permitted under the new federal definition.

· Currently, New York State considers all incarcerated youth as transfers and therefore does not include them in the cohort and does not hold schools and districts responsible for those students.  The federal definition will only allow those incarcerated youth in programs that lead to regular high school diplomas to be considered transfers. 

· Currently, New York State enters ungraded students with disabilities into a cohort based on the school year a student becomes 17 rather than when the student first becomes enrolled in a high school.  The federal definition will require that these students be assigned a grade and entered into a cohort based upon when they first entered 9th grade, as all other students are.   

The Board also decided to apply to the Education Department to use a five year extended graduation rate to determine Adequate Yearly Progress determinations.  
There is data indicating that the Global Studies Regents examination is the test most likely to be a cause of failure to graduate. Just which and how many Regents examinations are required is under discussion.
The data also indicate that when students score less than 85% on Regents exams the likelihood of graduating from college drops dramatically.
For special education students, the long-range, visionary goal is an 80% graduation rate. Presently, these are the special education targets:

44% for 2008-2009

49% for 2009-2010

52% for 2010-2011

Making Up Incomplete or Failed Course Credit (Credit Recovery) 

The Regents acted to tighten up the largely unregulated area of credit recovery that is designed to help more students graduate but has allegedly also resulted in abuse in some schools.  
· School district officials may provide various programs for students who were previously enrolled in a course but failed to demonstrate mastery of the intended course outcomes.

· A school-based panel, consisting of at least the principal, a teacher in the area for which the student must make up credit, and a guidance director (or other administrator) must approve all programs for make-up credit. 

· In order to provide the appropriate program to make up failed or incomplete course credit, the panel must consider each student’s needs and course completion deficiencies.

· The program must be aligned with the Regents learning standards.

· In order to receive credit, the student must receive equivalent, intensive instruction in the deficiency areas of the course by a teacher certified in the subject area.

· The student must also demonstrate mastery of the initial deficiency area(s).

· If an end-of-course Regents examination is required for graduation, the student must also pass the Regents examination to fulfill the graduation requirements, and, to the extent determined by the school district, receive course credit.

This proposal was responsive to the comments from the field and, once regulatory language is written will provide clarity and guidance.  

ELA Standards Revision

The revision to the standards is on hold, depending on what happens with the national (NGA/CCSSO) standards. Grade level standards are due out from NGA/CCSSO in November; end-of-high-school standards are available for reading and comment. Until there is resolution with the national standards there won’t be much work done with state standards. 

Technical Assistance and Support Organization 

SETRC is no more. It has been replaced with two centers: the Special Education School Improvement Specialists (SE-SIS) for work with specific districts in the BOCES and the Regional Special Education Technical Assistance and Support Center (RSE-TASC) which will work with VESID and SEQA to coordinate and deliver regional support. 
The goal of the Regents is to have an integrated system of school improvement centers. The Regents want to see a stronger support structure put into place and want it to be a system that is similar between special education and general education. Some statewide centers don’t make sense to be integrated, but most do. 

Social and Emotional Learning
The final comment period on the Social and Emotional Learning Standards is coming to a close. The SEL Standards will then be presented to both the Commissioner of Education and Health Commissioner for signing. There is a Social and Emotional Learning Summit taking place in Central New York on November 5th.
