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Discussion of cell phone use by students in ESM schools
1) Students have a mini computer in their pocket and we can make good use of it at school.

2) ESM high school cell phone policy is attached. Essentially, students may use in the halls and at lunch. Use is permitted in class with teacher permission. After implementation a major reduction in referrals, minor issues with discipline afterwards.
3) Teachers are currently using cells/texting for:

a) Homework/test reminders

b) Polls for comprehension (www.pollanywhere.com)

c) Texts for items of special interest: “look at the southern sky tonight at 7:18PM”…)

d) Clubs, interest groups. (ski club coordination, class trip coordination, “What’s going on in the library”)

e) Searching for information while in class.
f) The district calls and texts students on their cell phones for school delays and closings (grades 6-12).

4) ESM uses “textmarks.com” a mass texting service we pay for. It enables teachers to set up one list and send a text that gets distributed to all students on the list.

5) As more and more students have smart phones they have the capability to use them for academic work both in and out of school.

6) What’s next? Hall passes via text message? Possibly! The TV production teacher has used it to call kids in when the tape didn’t work for the morning show.
Sample Text Messages to students/parents
To subscribe to one, send a text to 41411, then make the message: subscribe fahyscience or: subscribe pglib

1) ------ SMS Text ------[This is an 8th grade science teacher]
From: 41411
Sent: Feb 17, 2011 5:42 PM
Subject: Ask your parent(s) if they...

Ask your parent(s) if they experienced today's power outage. Visit www.fahyscience.com to post your answer.

Sun's activity could be to blame!!!
FAHY

2) ------ SMS Text ------  [This is a ski club moderator]
From: 41411
Sent: Jan 13, 2011 8:39 PM
Subject: just leavng togg everyone in one...

just leavng togg everyone in one piece!

3) ------ SMS Text ------
From: 41411
Sent: Feb 2, 2011 11:40 AM
Subject: Bored?

Bored? Snow day videos posted on www.fahyscience.com. 
Science 8: International Space Station Tour 
Biology: Human Genome
-FAHY

4) ------ SMS Text ------ [This was a class trip to NYC. Parents subscribed to a list and were kept informed as to the group’s travels]


From: 41411
Sent: May 15, 2010 9:48 AM
Subject: NYCITY

NYCITY 

on ferry headng to statue of lib then more touring in city weathr perfect

5) ------ SMS Text ------
From: 41411
Sent: Jan 23, 2011 12:06 PM
Subject: Visible International Space...

Visible International Space Station fly-over Monday and Tuesday night. Check www.fahyscience.com to see where it is right now!
-FAHY

ESM High School Handbook for Students

	Electronic Devices



	Electronic devices are prohibited in the classroom unless explicit permission is granted by the classroom teacher for educational purposes only. The use of electronic devices is permitted in the hallways between classes during passing time and in the cafeteria during lunch periods. Head phones worn in the hallway must have at least one ear open for safety purposes. All electronic devices, including cell phones and portable music players must be turned off and put away upon entering any classroom. The electronic device policy will be strictly enforced by all!



	Possession and /or Improper Use Of Electronic Devices:



	
	

	
	First Offense:
	Parent/guardian contact, confiscation of the device with a parent pick-up, referral resulting in one (1) office detention.
	

	
	
	

	
	Second Offense:
	Parent/guardian contact, confiscation of the device with a parent pick-up, referral resulting in one (1) day of ISS or a Saturday detention.
	

	
	
	

	
	Third Offense:
	Parent/guardian contact, confiscation of the device with a parent pick-up, referral resulting in two (2) days of ISS, Saturday detention or OSS.
	

	
	
	

	**Refusal to give device to staff member is insubordination and will result in disciplinary action which may include out of school suspension.
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