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Middle Level Principals Meeting

Monday, March 23, 2009
9:00 – 11:00 am

Administration Building Conference Room, Henry Campus, Thompson Road
Précis
Updates

· An application for free videoconferencing equipment was distributed and discussed; everyone was encouraged to consider applying for the equipment.
· There were not too many State Ed Updates to share. Not much is new with the ELA/ESL Standards revision. Data about ELLs and their performance on ELA 3-8 assessments was discussed.
· An article, “The Academic Evolution of Teaming” from Principal Leadership, was dsitributed. The article offers some suggestions to get your interdisciplinary teams to move from spending most of their time talking about student behavior and coordinating special activities to a focus on learning.
· Your 3-8 ELA raw scores are all available to you in ReportNet/COGNOS. The SED is expected to release cut-points on Thursday, March 26th. Those results will first be available on Thursday in nySTART; a few days later ReportNet/COGNOS will have that information integrated with the raw scores there now.
Transitions to the middle-level

· Camillus Middle School has a variety of transition activities they conduct each year. Although there are adjustments made from year to year, a handout was distributed that expresses their transition activities.
· The plans at Pine Grove Middle School (ES-M) are similar to Camillus’s plan although they hold their parent meeting a few months earlier. This year a group of students are preparing a “day in the life” video. When parents come to pick up their children after the scavenger hunt, parents and students will watch the video together. They prepare a special transition handbook for parents. They do team orientation activities on the first day including a review of cafeteria expectations.
· At Onondaga Hill Middle School (Westhill), counselors establish pen-pal relationships between 4th and 5th graders. When the 4th graders visit the middle school they meet their “pal” and go visit their pal’s classroom. Parents come in May. The information about 5th grade teacher assignments is identified on the final 4th grade report card. They express information about curricula via pamphlets.
· In addition to many of the activities already identified, JD Middle also holds a 5th grader welcome picnic one evening during the second or third week of the school year.

· At Solvay Middle, information about schedules, teacher assignments, and lockers is distributed at the very end of the summer.
· West Genesee Middle has been working with their feeder schools to identify approximately 40 students for whom the transition to middle school might be challenging. Special days of preparation occurred for these students, culminating in team building activities and a giant kickball game. Now they are tracking these students to see how they do (academics, behaviors, attendance).
· At Driver Middle (Marcellus), classroom shadowing is an important part of their transition. They have a second, internal transition, from 6th to 7th grade with a 6th grade parent night at which time they review academic and curricular expectations.

· Eagle Hill’s (F-M) emphasis in orientation and transition activities is more on time managements than on the curriculum. They are currently reviewing their 4th to 5th transition plan.

ReportNet/COGNOS

· Lori DeForest and Don DeJohn (from CNYRIC) guided us through an exploration of the new version of COGNOS (with ReportNet embedded) due to go live in April. They distributed a variety of reference materials to help, in addition to their tutorial. All of those reference materials and guides have been posted at out middle level principals’ resource page.
· They pointed out that our 3-8 ELA raw scores are all available to you in ReportNet/COGNOS. The SED is expected to release cut-points on Thursday March 26th. Those results will be first available on Thursday in nySTART; a few days later ReportNet/COGNOS will have that information integrated with the raw scores there now.
Our Remaining Meeting:

Monday, May 18, 2009 ~ Administration Bldg, Conference Room
