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Middle Level Principals Meeting

Wednesday, October 7, 2009
Jamesville-DeWitt Middle School
Précis
Updates

· State Ed Updates
· Articles related to Middle-level Content Area Literacy were shared:
· Fifteen Key Elements of Effective Adolescent Literacy Programs
· Creating a Culture of Literacy Executive Summary
· Focus on Literacy: Effective Content Teachers for the Middle Grades
Reduction of Stigma in Schools Program (RSIS program)

· Literature, training, and guidance available from the RSIS program to support buildings and districts in supporting their LGBTQ students
· Research suggests significant problem:

· Dropout rate for LBGTQ students is 30% greater
· Substance abuse is 190% - 400% greater

· Higher suicide rates

· GPA 10% lower

· Students miss approx. 6x more school

· NY Times Magazine article: “Coming Out in Middle School”
· GLSEN Research brief
· Lambda Legal Facts: Gay and Lesbian Youth in Schools
3-8 Testing

· Administration considerations
· Pay attention to security with so many test booklets at once

· Translation to calendars and maps helpful

· Trying to have teachers available to administer math

· Need lots of alternative locations

· How to do the mods?

· Using big rooms instead of classrooms

· Considering Regents-like exam schedule

· Need mods training (could there be webinars?)

· Scoring implications

· How to score all of these in such a short window

· Compressed time period

· Sub availability

· Saturdays?

· Retired personnel?

Tour of Jamesville-DeWitt Middle School:
· Background and history of school
· Content Area Literacy Initiative

· Targeted Walk Through – Looking for Evidence of Content Area Literacy efforts

· Visited classrooms around school

· Debriefed, identify examples (and nonexamples) of the content area literacy initiative

· Literacy Audits have proved effective (Pine Grove Middle)

Next meetings:

November 19, 2009, 9:00am,
 Eagle Hill Middle School
January 13, 2010, 9:00am, Driver Middle school, Marcellus
March 17, 2010, 9:00am, Solvay Middle School
May 19, 2010, 9:00am, Center Administrative Conference Room
