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SED Update October 2010
Getting Ready to Get Ready
Because of Race To The Top, this year is being called the “year of getting ready to get ready.” This is because so much work needs to be done to figure out how to implement the provisions included in Race To The Top. This includes APPR, new standards, school reform, improved data systems, etc. Districts might be moving faster than they should be on these items when the best advice is to just wait. Wait to work on curriculum. Wait to work on APPRs. Wait to work on interim assessments.
LOTE

SED will bring draft regulatory changes to the Board of Regents for discussion in October and for action in December to allow students continued opportunity to earn one unit of credit in LOTE, before entering grade 9, by completing the two units of study and passing a locally developed examination that is aligned to the Checkpoint A learning standards for LOTE. With regard to the elimination of the Regents Comprehensive Examinations in German, Hebrew, and Latin, the amendment seeks to allow students to meet the assessment requirement by passing a locally developed examination aligned to the Checkpoint B learning standards for LOTE.
Accountability

The performance targets and safe harbor targets have been revised for 2009-2010 to reflect the fact that the tests occurred later in the school year than was previously taken into account. The 34 points that had been added to SWD AYP (if there had been a 95% participation rate) has been discontinued.

While SED had announced that high school completion rates would be published in such a way as to indicate which students were graduated with at least an 80% on a mathematics Regents exam and at least a 75% on the ELA Regents, this plan was tabled by the Board of Regents. It was explained that these levels have been tagged as the point at which college remediation is or isn’t required.
Common Core Standards

Final adoption of the total Standards (CCSS plus the NYS 15%) will be December or January (most likely January). There is a Regents committee that is preparing a document of final recommendations. When that happens there will be an opportunity for public comment. For now, examining the Common Core Standards is probably the most valuable work to conduct. This presentation provides an overview of the CCSS.
Districts should wait to write or revise any curricula. Curriculum models will follow the Standards that will include formative assessment. The timeline states that these would be developed in the spring of 2011 with roll-out in spring of 2012. The curriculum models will be detailed to the unit level. At this time, it is not expected that the state curricula will be required of schools but it likely will be required for the lowest performing schools (note: the Commissioner has expressed interest in a statewide curriculum). This might be developed in a multi-state consortium. The state will develop interim assessments while the Partnership for Assessment of Readiness for College and Careers (PARCC) develops national assessments. Because assessments won’t change until 2014-2015, old assessments will be used and we’ll be in an old standards/new standards interregnum. Changes to 3-8 will precede those at the Regents level. 
CCSS for English Language Arts & Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, and Technical Subjects highlights (click here for CCSS overview):

· There are 32 College and Career Readiness Standards (Anchor Standards)

· Organized into Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and Language strands

· Similar to the expectations included in the four main NYS English Language Arts Standards and ELA Core Curriculum (2005), but framed differently, with various subheadings and levels of specificity

· 6-12 Literacy (Reading & Writing) in history/social studies, science, and technical subjects (just about everything else except for math) section for content area teachers

· Grade-specific expectations for K-8 and grade bands for 9-10 and 11-12

· Much more non-fiction is expected for secondary students

· A clear vertical progression across grades is included to show how each grade level standard leads to the college- and career-readiness standards

· Reading Strand:

· Increasing complexity in what students must be able to read

· In grades K-5, the range of text types include literature (e.g., stories, folktales, drama, and poetry) and informational texts (e.g., literary nonfiction and historical, scientific, and technical)

· Reading Foundational Skills in the K-5 section includes print concepts, phonological awareness, phonics and word recognition, and fluency

· In grades 6-12 students are expected to read literature and informational texts (e.g., literary nonfiction, including personal essays, speeches, biographies) both outside of and within the ELA classroom
· Writing Strand:

· The CCSS Writing expectations focus on the following main writing capacities for K-12: arguments; informative/ explanatory texts; and narratives that convey real or imagined experience (similar to NAEP expectations)

· In addition to these three main types, students will be expected to perform research and create texts in various media forms

· Speaking and Listening Strand:

· Students gain, evaluate, and present increasingly complex information, ideas, and evidence through listening and speaking, as well as through media

· Language Strand:

· Students increase their vocabularies through a mix of conversations, direct instruction, and reading. This strand also includes the conventions of standard English grammar

CCSS for mathematics highlights (click here for CCSS mathematics fact sheet):

· Overall, very little is being added to the Common Core as issued (for our 15%).

· The CCSS for Mathematics Standards for Mathematical Content are grouped into:

· Domains - Large groups of related standards (e.g., operations and algebraic thinking; geometry; and expressions and equations) and;

· Clusters - Smaller groups of related standards within a domain. (e.g., understand the place value system; represent and interpret data; and summarize and describe distributions).

· These standards correspond to NYS’s current content strands in mathematics (e.g., number sense and operations; statistics and probability).
· In kindergarten, the standards follow successful international models and recommendations from the National Research Council’s Early Math Panel report, by focusing kindergarten work on the number core:

· Learning how numbers correspond to quantities and;

· Learning how to put numbers together and take them apart (the beginnings of addition and subtraction). 

· The CCSS for Mathematics are grade specific for kindergarten through grade 8

· The K-5 standards provide students with a solid foundation in whole numbers, addition, subtraction, multiplication, division, fractions and decimals

· Students who have completed 7th grade and mastered the content and skills through the 7th grade will be well- prepared for algebra in grade 8

· Grades 9-12 are organized in six conceptual categories:

· Number and Quantity

· Algebra

· Functions

· Geometry

· Statistics and Probability

· Modeling

· The high school portion of the Standards for Mathematical Content specifies the mathematics all students should study for college and career readiness. These standards are not organized as a sequence of high school courses. However, the organization of high school courses is a critical component to implementation of the standards.
The College and Career Readiness Task Force

This group is continuing to prepare recommendations to increase the alignment between P-12 and post P-12. Recommendations will include some significant attention to increasing access to technical education in high school for all students. Diploma requirements will change as will high school assessments. The Career Skills Certificate is under development.
Annual Professional Performance Reviews (APPR) and Teaching Standards
A very large task force (of greater than 50 people) is working on the APPR revision process for teachers and principals. The timeline for this group indicates that draft regulations will be out in April followed by public comment and final language in June. 

A re-formed group, named the Regents Task Force on Teacher and Principal Effectiveness, just started working on finalizing the teaching standards. When done, this work will be passed on to the APPR group for inclusion into a new rubric. Then, comparison of different rubrics (SED, NYC, and AFT) will be made against videos of classroom instruction to determine which ones are most closely connected to student achievement. The comparison of these different rubrics will influence the final model. It is interesting to note that all of these are founded on the Danielson framework.

The Center for Assessment is preparing research for SED that will identify school indicators of student achievement (growth data) at the school level. This might help with principal evaluations. Here’s some background.
Network Teams

For districts committing to Race To The Top, BOCEs Network Teams or an equivalent will be required. Each network team will consist of an expert in curriculum, an expert in data, and an expert in instruction. A Scope of Work agreement has just been released, as has a work plan form been published. A menu of appropriate actions for districts has been prepared, outlined allowable activities in addition to Network Teams or equivalency. The final submission date is November 8, 2010; districts have been asked to notify SED of their intent to submit completed Final Scope of Work statements by October 18th.
Inquiry Teams

All school districts participating in Race To The Top will be required to form local inquiry teams in each school (probably 2011-2012 to align with the Network Teams or equivalents). Each network team will help the principals and teachers in assigned schools to identify specific problems related to student achievement and to form the inquiry teams to deal with those problems. Each inquiry team will consist of teachers who face common challenges in student achievement (e.g., poor performance in 3rd grade math). This overlaps with the PLC concept many districts are employing. Each network team will provide extensive professional development, guiding the inquiry teams to use their own local data, analyze the problems, decide on research-based interventions, carry out those interventions, and then evaluate the results. (here’s an example of an inquiry team handbook being circulated as an example) 
Assessments

The ELA single-day, three hour Regents exam will have its first administration in January. Teachers are needed for Standard Setting.  Post-test equating and standard setting will be employed.
The requirement of a universal answer sheet will be introduced in June of 2011. Decisions about specific formats and scanning equipment are pending.
The Office of Student Assessment, now known as Assessment Policy, Development, and Administration, continues to work to decrease the episodes of exam misadministration. Common causes of misadministration:
· Proctor not providing the testing accommodations specified in a student’s IEP or 504 Plan

· Proctor providing an accommodation that is not permitted for a specific test such as reading the reading passages to a student on a 3-8 ELA test

· Student use of tools that are not permitted for the specific test such as a calculator with book one on a 7 or 8 mathematics test
· Failure to remove pertinent work from desks or walls prior to the test

· Not adhering to required test time

· Proctor returning test book and/or answer paper back to student after time has passed to have the student attend to unanswered questions or to revise responses

· Scribe not recording exactly what the student has dictated

· Teachers giving aid to students during the test

· Teachers providing an impromptu lesson on specific test content to students immediately before or during the test

· Teachers, administrators, or paraprofessionals altering student responses to test questions

· Student use of cell phone while test is being administered

· Student cheating

· Loss of test book and/or answer papers

· Administering the wrong test to student

This is a NAEP year for New York State. NAEP is moving toward an on-line format. They will bring the lap-tops for the computerized portion of the test. The National Center for Educational Statistics (NCES) will administer two international studies in April-May 2011 for which NAEP State Coordinators will be conducting initial school notification and recruitment efforts: TIMSS (Trends in International Mathematics and Science) at grades 4 and 8, and PIRLS (Progress in International Reading Literacy Study) at grade 4. It is not yet known which schools will be identified for participation. During the NAEP math and science assessments, NAEP sessions will have TIMSS items included in the NAEP assessment booklets. Likewise, NAEP items will be included in TIMSS assessment booklets during the TIMSS assessment window.
Precise information about the number of administration days for ELA 3-8 should be available in a month or so. Math will take two days for each grade level. More precise guidance about scoring due dates is in draft form and should be released in a month or so.
Dignity for All Students Act

The Governor signed this legislation last week but the start date is July 1, 2012. Regulations will come from SED between now and then. At this time, no local action is suggested until the regulatory language is released. Although this is often referred to as the “anti-bullying law” it is really broader in its intent as it is meant to address all forms of discrimination in schools.

Online Learning Guidance
A draft of policy guidelines for online learning was circulated this month. This Q and A document is intended to provide guidance in offering opportunities for students to complete units of study and earn initial credits through online instruction. The intent is to use guidance documents rather than policy change to govern online learning (if possible).

