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SED Update May 2010
3-8 Scores Release Date Changed

The release of scores from the Grades 3-8 Math and English exams has been moved to the week of July 26, 2010.  Results were originally scheduled to be returned to schools by June 24. According to SED, “Additional time is necessary to complete a study of the revised Grades 3-8 assessments that will ensure valid and reliable information is returned to school districts, parents, and students.  The state assessments were revised this year to cover more content and to be less predictable.
Budget Status

The legislature is making no progress toward a budget. This impacts many aspects of state and local governance. There is no evidence of any movement at this time and little sense of urgency.
Race To The Top

New York is diligently preparing an application to the second round of Race To The Top (RTTT). The application is due June 1st. This will again be in the limelight. The legislature is being pressed to change the limits to charter schools. The change to the APPR to include the use of student achievement data in teacher evaluation is directly linked to the application (see item below about APPR).  

Assessment News
There is a significant budget gap in the assessment department of SED, a gap that will double in 2011-2012. We simply cannot afford our current assessment regime, both in terms of the number of exams and the number of exam translations. In the short term assessments will be broader. In the long run assessments will become more performance based. Can we have two social studies Regents examinations? Can we have multiple science examinations? It seems unlikely. In some cases, especially those in lower grades, there is no reason for states to have separate contracts with CTB to come up with tests that are substantially the same (seven questions different between Wyoming’s 4th grade math test and ours) yet each state pays millions and millions for their “state-specific” test. Considerations for cutting the assessments include:

· Review test development process & consider limiting staff involved;

· Discontinue providing the paper-based scoring materials to districts;

· Eliminating Component Retesting;

· Discontinue translating exams in multiple languages;

· Eliminate Grade 8 Second Language Proficiency Exams;

· Eliminate January and August Test Administrations; and/or

· Eliminate various Regents exams including Foreign Language; Social Studies exams, Science, exams or Math exams

The Board of Regents has yet to identify which changes to the assessment department will occur. Schools are experiencing one way they are trying to close their budget gap as the state is telling schools that they aren’t going to send all of the requested copies of Regents. While this won’t close the gap it is one way that they are trying to save money.

As recommended in a state audit of assessment practices, school districts have to begin to scan Regents examination answer sheets. Some exams are required to be scanned this year; all exams are required to be scanned next year. The introduction of the scanning will allow the collection of item level and test taker demographic data that the Department needs for federal reporting. It is expected that the districts will benefit by an accelerated exam scoring process and the elimination of manual inputting of test results. The scanning will provide actionable data that can be used to inform districts’ instructional programs.
In the fall there will be another field test for 3-8 math and ELA open-ended items. Items from nationally normed tests will be included in the field test in order to generate comparative data between NYS and national tests. This will provide some information about test-gaming and score inflation (accusations made about NYS tests).

3-8 tests will start to become secure in 2010-2011. Only items that “belong” to NYS will be released. It is too expensive to continue to develop so many forms form year to year. 3-8 will be locked down first, Regents will follow later. Local scoring makes it tough to have secure tests.  

Tests will transition to a uniform length, which means no difference between odd and even grade forms in 3-8 testing. This will be in 2010-2011.

August 17 (half-day pm), 18 (all day) & 19 (half-day am) are the summer Regents dates. The calendar should be up next week.

Annual Professional Performance Review (APPR)
The Board of Regents acted change Section 100.2 of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education necessary to support New York’s application for Race to the Top funds. Implementation is September, 2011-2012. Some new requirements are:

· Common four levels of identification (use of rubric suggested)

· Timely and effective feedback to teachers about student achievement

· The number of categories is going from eight to nine, including student growth as a criterion

See the Regents item on the Amendment of Section 100.2(o) of the Regulations of the Commissioner of Education Relating to the Annual Professional Performance Review for Teachers for more information.

One of the most challenging pieces was the question about how to gauge student growth. The recent agreement between SED and NYSUT will define some of this (if approved by the legislature – needed by June 1st for the 2nd RTTT application). According to the agreement, 40% of an evaluation will be based on student growth, 60% on the other factors.  

Academic Intervention Services (AIS)
The Board of Regents discussed proposed policy changes that would give districts options and provide flexibility relating to Academic Intervention Services (AIS). The proposed policy was developed due to ongoing concerns about the quality of the required AIS program. Staff made recommendations that would allow districts to:

1. Continue with a current AIS model,

2. Move to or expand on a Response to Intervention (RtI) model,

3. Use a blended approach of AIS and RtI (ex: RtI in lower grades, AIS in upper grades), or

4. Submit a plan via the district’s website on or before October 1, 2010 on how the district will provide services (such a plan must be substantially equivalent to AIS/RtI requirements).

Draft regulations were discussed at the May meeting of the Board of Regents, with no resolution yet.

Common Core State Standards
It is anticipated that the final Common Core Standards will be released in late May. The Regents are scheduled to take action on the Common Core Standards at the July Regents meeting in order to meet the Race to the Top deadline. After this action, there will be a review of the final set of NGA/CCSSO Common Core Standards, and a proposed draft of P-12 NYS Learning Standards for ELA and Mathematics will be developed for statewide public comment. The Common Core Standards will constitute at least 85% of the proposed draft, and additional recommended NYS Standards will constitute up to 15%. Final standards will be brought to the Regents for action in the fall for use beginning in the 2011-12 school year.
Teaching Standards
A draft of standards for teaching has been released. The Commissioner has said that we need to reconceptualize how we prepare teachers, hire teachers, support teachers, and evaluate teachers. Focus groups will occur around the state; that is how input will be collected.
