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Elementary NORTH Principals Meeting

Wednesday, December 16, 2009
Précis
Updates

· State Ed Updates
· Articles (chapter):

· PBIS article
· The next Leading and Learning in Central New York event is: School administrators are wrestling with the place and role of electronic devices (phones and other hand-held devices) in their school. What are the legal issues involved with electronics in schools? What can (and should) administrators do? Attend this timely leadership seminar (at no additional charge): Tuesday, January 5th, 9-11:00am, Henry B Conference Room. Register.
· 21st Century Skills: What? Why? How? Is the big event this summer, scheduled for July 13, 14, 15. 
3-8 Testing (standing agenda item)

· A couple of districts checked their historical attendance for the day after April break and saw that their absentee rate is typically 10%. 

· We reviewed the message from David Abrams about when you can schedule the first day of testing: “The administration of the Grades 3-8 English Language Arts and Mathematics Tests, Book 1s, must begin for all students who are in attendance during the specified administration dates. For example, schools must administer at least the first session for each of the Grades 3-8  English Language Arts Tests by April 28. “ and “Please note that the Scoring Dates listed in the Revised 2009-10 Elementary- and Intermediate-Level Testing Schedule presupposes that the school has completed the initial administration of all sessions for a given grade level prior to the first date listed for scoring. Schools may not begin training of scorers or scoring leaders or scoring until the initial administration of all sessions for a given grade level has been completed.”

· Schools are still figuring out just how to do all the mods that are necessary at the same time.

PBIS and RtI
· A review of RtI and PBIS as an integrated system was presented. The slides have been posted. There should be a similar approach for academic and behavioral and social behaviors since social competency and academic achievement are completely intertwined. To focus on one to the exclusion of the other is a mistake and is unlikely to completely resolve an issue.
· Screening was discussed. One recommended tool is the SSBD. Here’s a presentation about it.
· Data collection and use are key to understanding students. A great tool for recording and analyzing school data is the school-wide Information System (swis.org). 

· Referrals in schools are not about discipline, they are about data collection. This is a paradigm shift that has to take place.
· A goods resource is pbis.org.
· Here’s a good article to read, if you get the chance

Special Area Report Cards
· Samples of report cards for special areas were shared. 
· Different schools are employing different systems, including numbers, + and -, letter grades, etc.

· This is a hard issue to confront and change in schools

· If aligned to RtI, PBIS, etc., the entire system, can be pushed

· Some do the special area report cards quarterly, others on a semester basis

· Some schools pass around paper copies to be filled in by teachers. Other schools have gone to the on-line .pdf system.
· If you didn’t share your report card please do so via the listserv.
Next meetings:
February 25, 2010, Center Administrative Conference Room

June 1, 2010, Henry B Conference Center

