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Elementary Principals Meeting

Thursday, February 26, 2009
1:00 – 3:00 pm

Administration Building Conference Room, Henry Campus, Thompson Road
Précis
Updates

· A collection of RtI Resources is being maintained on the iss.ocmboces.org site. The resources are organized into five categories:
· Regulatory Information about RtI
· General Information about RtI
· Elementary Level RtI
· Secondary Level RtI
· English Language Learners and RtI
· You can continue to expect to receive the ISS Weekly Dispatch each Friday morning. If you ever have an item suited for distribution via The Weekly Dispatch, please email it to Jeff Craig. Issues, by the way, are archived.

· In the Principals Resources section, you can find archives of Principals Meetings that are organized by date of the meeting. Any artifacts from our meetings will be stored here in case you need them.
· We discussed the 3-8 Testing survey. To date, approximately 19,000 people have taken the survey. It was noted that were some constraints in choices due to the way that the survey was organized. Many of us used the small comment space to express concerns about the 3-8 Testing program beyond the questions asked.
Comprehensive Educational Technical Assistance Services (CETAS)
Dave Karam explained the CETAS collaboration/consultation support for schools with students who require more specialized academic, behavioral, and technological interventions. A few principals in attendance have already accessed this service; they shared their experiences with the service. Special mention was made of the connections to RtI and PBIS.
Kindergarten Readiness

We discussed kindergarten readiness with several representatives from the Literacy Coalition of Onondaga County and the Central New York Community Foundation. There are a number of considerations that must be taken into account when attempting to define and then measure readiness. Maintaining a focus on literacy readiness narrows the focus and makes it easier to define and potentially measure. Based on our feedback, the Measurement Action Team of the Coalition should meet to discuss how to ask the question of what each district is currently using to assess readiness and how literacy might be implicated. Then they will consult with us about this and, once meeting our approval, send out a fax or e-mail to all school districts asking them to share their current practices (i.e. how do you assess readiness and at what time in the school year). They will then work to look for commonalities and ways to build on them. In the future they may conduct a survey of kindergarten teachers to assess what they see as the largest areas of need.
Different schools and districts are using different tools to screen their kindergartners:

· Gesell School Readiness Screening Test

· Concepts of Print

· Star Early Literacy

· Peabody Picture Vocabulary Test
· Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS)
· Developmental Indicators for the Assessment of Learning (DIAL-3 and Dial-R)
The list of 80 Skills necessary for kindergarten was referenced as being helpful for parents, not as a checklist but as a guide.

This article, ”Kindergarten Readiness: A Challenge,” from Principal, v87 n5 p30-35 May-Jun 2008, cites research and personal experience to advocate major changes in the way young children are judged to be ready for kindergarten. 

Our Remaining Meeting:

Thursday, May 21, 2009, 1-3:00pm ~ Administration Bldg, Conference Room

We will have a presentation about custody, visitation, law guardians, and documentation laws and how they impact a school.
