Suggested Accessible Instructional Materials Language in the IEP
State and local educational agencies are encouraged to include language relating to a student’s need for accessible, alternate-format versions of print instructional materials in the IEP in order to ensure – 

Access to General Curriculum (34 CFR 300.138(a) and 300.347(a)(3)) Students with disabilities are to be provided access to the general curriculum with modifications, accommodations, supplementary aids, and supports in order to make satisfactory educational progress.

“Supplementary aids and services” – the term ‘supplementary aids and services’ means aids, services, and other supports that are provided in regular education classes or other education-related settings to enable children with disabilities to be educated with non-disabled children to the maximum extent appropriate in accordance with section 612(a)(5)” (IDEA 97’s provision on least restrictive environment).

It is recommended that the IEP include a query such as the following:

Does the student require accessible, alternate-format versions of printed textbooks and printed core materials that are written and published primarily for use in elementary and secondary school instruction and are required by an SEA or LEA for use by students in the classroom?

A query of this kind is designed to prompt the IEP team to consider each print-disabled student’s need for accessible, alternate-format versions of print instructional materials.  If a student with a print disability does need a specialized format, the IEP should specify the following:

· specific format(s) to be provided (Braille, audio, e-text, large print, etc.),
· services and/or assistive technology the student needs to use the specialized format,
· individual or individuals responsible for providing the specialized format, and

· whether or not the format is required to be used in the student’s home or in another setting in order for the student to receive a free appropriate public education.
