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New York State K-12 Social Studies 
Framework 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This work begin shortly after the adoption of the Common Core Learning Standards by New York State in 2010. There had been consideration of just taking the existing Core Curriculum and Resource Guide and develop lessons that demonstrate how common core practices could be used in social studies. However, a decision was made to be sure to clearly articulate the social studies skills and practices. The social studies disciplines require different skills beyond reading, writing, speaking and listening.

The April 2011 meeting recommended looking at the Global History and Geography course and the accompanying exam, and create two courses each with their own exam.

Adopted the New York State K-12 Social Studies Framework in April 2014	
Informed of regulation change for Social Studies at September 2014 meeting




New York State K-12 Social Studies 
Framework 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Using the Inquiry Arc as a model for instructional change, the Framework specifically intends to see this instructional change by integrating: 

Key ideas/conceptual understandings with the supporting content specifications AND 
Common Core Literacy Skills  with
Social Studies Practices



5 NYS Social Studies  
Learning Standards (1996) 

• Standard 1:  History of the United States and 
   New York 
 

• Standard 2:  World History  
 

• Standard 3:  Geography 
 

• Standard 4:  Economics 
 

• Standard 5:  Civics, Citizenship, and   
   Government 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The New York State Learning Standards which were approved in 1996 still serve as the foundation for the social studies program. These cover the major disciplines in social studies: history, geography, economics and civics (as identified by the C3 framework)

1. Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in the history of the United States and New York.
2.  Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of major ideas, eras, themes, developments, and turning points in world history and examine the broad sweep of history from a variety of perspectives.
 3. Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the geography of the interdependent world in which we live—local, national, and global—including the distribution of people, places, and environments over Earth’s surface.
4. Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of how the United States and other societies develop economic systems and associated institutions to allocate scarce resources, how major decision-making units function in the United States and other national economies, and how an economy solves the scarcity problem through market and nonmarket mechanisms.
5. Students will use a variety of intellectual skills to demonstrate their understanding of the necessity for establishing governments; the governmental systems of the United States and other nations; the United States Constitution; the basic civic values of American constitutional democracy; and the roles, rights, and responsibilities of citizenship, including avenues of participation.
 




Sequence of Courses 
Grade Course of Study 

Kindergarten Self and Others 

Grade 1 My Family and Other Families, Now and Long Ago 

Grade 2 My Community and Other Communities 

Grade 3 Communities around the World 

Grade 4 Local History and Local Government 

Grade 5 The Western Hemisphere 

Grade 6 The Eastern Hemisphere 

Grade 7 United States and New York History – I 

Grade 8 United States and New York History – II 

Grade 9 Global History and Geography – I 

Grade 10 Global History and Geography – II 

Grade 11 United States History and Government 

Grade 12  
Participation in Government 
Economics and Economic Decision Making 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The course of study and the topics for each grade remain the same; we are taking a new approach to the content within each grade to align it more to the demands of the Common Core.  There have been very limited changes to the course titles: Grade 2 dropped US communities, Grade 3 dropped the subtitle: People and Places learning, Grade 5 had identified specifically the United States, Canada and Latin America; for better alignment it is now referred to as The Western Hemisphere



Social Studies Practices 

1. Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence 
 
2. Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
 
3. Comparison and Contextualization 
 
4. Geographic Reasoning  
 
5. Economics and Economics Systems 
 
6. Civic Participation 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
SOCIAL SCIENCE AND HISTORICAL THINKING SKILLS!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! … Practices and Common Core BUILD SKILL….part of same red band on arc.
The Social Studies Practices represent the social science and historical thinking skills that students should develop throughout their K-12 education in order to be prepared for civic participation, college, and careers. Similar to the Mathematical Practices within the Common Core Learning Standards, the Social Studies Practices should be infused with the Social Studies content contained within the Key Ideas and Conceptual Understandings. The Practices were created based on the existing New York State Social Studies Learning Standards, the National Geography Standards, the historical thinking skills articulated within the new Advanced Placement World History Curriculum Framework, the National Council for the Social Studies Standards, and the Habits of the Mind published by the National Council for History Education. 




Common Core Literacy Skills 

• Reading  
 Key Ideas and Details 
 Craft and Structure 
 Integration of Knowledge & Ideas 
 Range of Reading & Text Complexity 

• Writing 
 Text Types and Purposes 
 Production and Distribution of Writing 
 Research to Build and Present Knowledge 
 Range of Writing 

• Speaking and Listening 
 Comprehension and Collaboration 
 Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Framework imbeds the Common Core Skills for each grade level K-8, and for 9-10 and 11-12. These align closely to the Common Core Learning Standards.

Note:  HISTORICAL CONTEXT AS AN ESSENTIAL ELEMENT TO READING A TEXT……INTEGRATING SKILL AND CONTENT



The Foundation: 
Key Ideas, Conceptual Understandings &  

Content Specifications 

 
 
 

KEY  
IDEAS 

CONCEPTUAL  
UNDERSTANDINGS 

CONTENT 
SPECIFICATIONS 

 
 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Relationship of content and structure of this work. When the work began, the first approach had been to look at the existing Core Curriculum and Resource Guide and determine what types of activities could be designed that embraced the Common Core Learning Standards. Then, discussion was opened to a broader look at the social studies curriculum. There had been consideration of revamping the course sequence; however, it was decided that schools had enough change going on that we couldn’t introduce major change to social studies. 

Instead, the first attempt was to do “less” and hence the first draft was just key ideas and conceptual understandings. From survey responses, it became evident that teachers wanted more guidance. The content specifications were developed to serve as “runway lights” to guide teacher’s thinking in developing curriculum.

Keeping to “less” grade 5 and grade 6 have only 7 key ideas. 
Grade 7 – has 8 key ideas –from Native Americans, colonial development, independence, constitution development; constitution in practice (New York State Constitution), Westward movement, reform movements and civil war.
Grade 8 – 9 key ideas: Reconstruction, a Changing society (industrialization and immigration), Expansion and Imperialism, WWI and roaring 20’s; Great Depression, WWII, Foreign Policy; Demographic Change; Domestic Policy and Reform



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Published by the National Council for the Social Studies in September 2014, this work was reviewed and elements of it were added to the framework. 



• Dimension 1:  Developing Questions and 
Planning Inquiries 

• Dimension 2:  Applying Disciplinary Tools 
and Concepts (Civics, Economics, 
Geography, and History) 

• Dimension 3:  Evaluating Sources and 
Using Evidence  

• Dimension 4:  Communicating 
Conclusions and Taking Informed Action 
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Inquiry Arc 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
The dimensions of the Inquiry Arc as presented in the C3 Framework are:
Developing Questions and Planning Inquiries
Applying Disciplinary Tools and Concepts
Evaluating Sources and Using Evidence
Communicating Conclusion and Taking Informed Action



Putting the Framework into Practice 

• Field Guide Publication 
 https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-field-guide 

 
• Regulation Change for Social Studies 

Instruction 
 

• Issue Field Memo 
 

• Resource Toolkit Project 
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https://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-field-guide


Social Studies Regulation Change 

Social Studies: 
 

• 2 units of credit Global History and Geography 
required for diploma 
 

• NEW 10th grade Regents exam (only 10th 
grade content) 
 

• June 2018 will be first administration of NEW 
exam in Global History & Geography 

12 



4 + 1 Assessment Pathway Regulation Change 

Students may take four Regents exams (ELA, 
Math, Science, and Social Studies) and a 
comparably rigorous assessment for the fifth 
required examination to graduate.  
 
 
 http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/   

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Assessments and Regulations:  				
2 units of credit Global History and Geography
10th grade Regents exam (only 10th grade content)




http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/ciai/multiple-pathways/


Field Memo 
https://www.engageny.org/content/social-studies-framework-

implementation 

14 



 
“The content, skills, and social studies practices in the New 
York State K-12 Social Studies Framework must be built across 
grades K-12 for students to be successful on the social studies 
assessments required for a diploma.  
Instruction in ELA modules that incorporate social studies 
topics does not replace instruction in social studies, 
particularly in the development of social studies practices.  
All teachers of social studies in all grades should review the 
social studies practices, as well as the common core literacy 
skills for their courses, and incorporate them, along with 
content, into their instruction.” 

From the Field Memo 
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Evidence-Centered Assessment Design 

APPLIED MEASUREMENT IN EDUCATION, 23: 307–309, 2010 
Copyright © Taylor & Francis Group, LLC 
ISSN: 0895-7347 print / 1532-4818 online 
DOI: 10.1080/08957347.2010.510955 

Evidence-Centered Assessment 
Design in Practice 

Kristen Huff 
The College Board 
 Barbara Plake 

Department of Educational Psychology 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln, Emeritus 



Regents Development 
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Evidence-Centered Design for SS Regents: 
  
Identify the important concepts and skills for the exam 

Identifies what is in and out of scope for the exam 
The Social Studies Framework is our starting point 

  
Write claims: explicate what students should know and be able to do at the end 
of the course that will be measured on the exam.  
 
Write evidence: identify what a student needs to do/say/produce to support 
acquisition of the claim 
  
Write proficiency level descriptions: what does it mean to get a 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 
on the exam? 
 
Write task models: identify the structures or shells for collecting evidence for the 
claims 
 
  



Resource Toolkit Update 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is an overview of the Toolkit Project and the 3 parts of it.



5th Grade Sample Inquiry 
 Part I 



Sample Inquiry  
Part II 
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Sample Inquiry  
Part III 



Inquiry  
Part IV 

24 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Here is a preview of what a completed, graphically presented inquiry will look like.



New York State Council for the Social Studies  
Summer Institute 
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The NYS Social Studies Resource Toolkit 
 

Monday, July 20 – Wednesday, July 22, 2015 
 

Empire State Plaza 
 

Albany, NY 
 

Registration is open NOW 
 

http://nyscss.org/institute/register/ 



SED Priority:   
Social Studies at Elementary Grades 

27 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
*-Elementary SS education has been marginalized at best and even discarded at worst in many districts across the state as an UNINTENDED consequence of the implementation of the CC Math and ELA.  [I would make a very clear statement about this…it will build trust and transparency as we discussed].

-But, SED values SS and we want to be very clear that we value instruction at Elementary.  
-The toolkit has the same number of inquiries for FIRST GRADE as 10th GRADE GLOBAL HISTORY and GEO.




Focus on Social Studies Practices in 
ALL grades 

1) Gathering, Interpreting and Using Evidence 
  
2) Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
  
3) Comparison and Contextualization 
  
4) Geographic Reasoning  
  
5)  Economics and Economic Systems 
  
6) Civic Participation 

 
4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



Geographic Reasoning 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



Have students create their own maps 
 
 Classroom, school playground, neighborhood 
 
 Compare and contrast maps 
  

What perspective was used to construct the map: pictorial (frontal view) or 
panoramic (elevated view) or aerial (bird’s eye view) 
 
What symbols are used on the map 
 
What is included and what is omitted 
 

 

 
 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



 Students can identify where their families 
have lived or traveled 

 Draw the route the class is taking on a field 
trip 

 Discuss physical and human characteristics 
of places where local, national & world 
events are occurring 

During informal 
sharing time or 
morning meetings 
 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



During  literacy 
instruction, use 
maps to  
 

 Have students identify settings of stories 
 Trace characters travel routes 
 Identify physical and human environment of story settings on 

maps 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Hand out 



 Which has more square miles, Europe or South 
America? 

 
 Does Alaska or Mexico have a larger landmass? 
 
 Which has a larger landmass, the Scandinavian 

countries of Norway, Sweden, and Finland or 
India? 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



Europe compared to South America 
 
 

•Europe is 3.8 million 
square miles. 
•South America is 6.9 
million square miles. 

http://www.petersmap.com/page5.html 
4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://www.petersmap.com/page5.html


Mexico (1,964,375 km2) is 1.14 times as big as Alaska 
(1,717,854 km2) 

http://mapfight.appspot.com/mx-vs-
us.ak/mexico-alaska-us-size-comparison 4/20/2015 

P. Polan NYSED 

http://mapfight.appspot.com/mx-vs-us.ak/mexico-alaska-us-size-comparison
http://mapfight.appspot.com/mx-vs-us.ak/mexico-alaska-us-size-comparison


4/20/2015 
P. Polan NYSED 

https://thecornersoftheworld.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/adfsfa3.jp
g 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
https://thecornersoftheworld.files.wordpress.com/2013/03/adfsfa3.jpg

Most commonly used. Mercator projection. Made for navigational purposes with lines of latitude parallel. Causes distortion



Map suggests Scandinavian countries 
are larger than India, whereas in reality 
India is three times the size 

 
 Norway  covers an area of  323,802 sq km 
 Sweden covers an area of 450,295 sq km 
 Finland  covers a total land area of 338,145 sq km 

 Total: 1,112,242 
 

  India is the 7th largest country in the world by area with 
3,287,263 square kilometers. 
 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Read more: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/sciencetech/article-2596783/Why-world-map-youre-looking-WRONG-Africa-China-Mexico-distorted-despite-access-accurate-satellite-data.html#ixzz3U5RbtPY9 

CIA World factbook�



4/20/2015 
P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pacific-centered Peters Equal Area Map 
http://odtmaps.com/detail.asp?product_id=PCP32
http://odtmaps.com/images/products/PCP32.jpg



4/20/2015 
P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
What´s Up South World Map 
Whats Up? South! offers a startling way to view the world, and a great way to shake people up and help them question their assumptions. 

The main map is a Van der Grinten projection, which is a fair compromise between preservation of actual shapes, with less distortion of relative sizes than the Mercator projection. Details show major cities, railways, rivers, peaks (with elevations in meters), and ocean depths (also shown in meters), and each nation is clearly distinguished with color tints. Mountainous regions are indicated with shaded relief. �For the scale of the map, the size of the print is larger than most other world maps, a feature which makes the labels easier to read. Clocks across the top show the world's approximate time zones. Because it omits theAntarctic region, the map shows the Equator top of center.�From: http://odtmaps.com/detail.asp?product_id=WUS-36x56-LT
http://odtmaps.com/images/products/WUS-36x56-LT.jpg



4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://www economist com/blogs/dailychart/2010/11/cartography 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.economist.com/blogs/dailychart/2010/11/cartography



Economics and Economic Systems 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



How Do Children Understand the 
Economic World? 
Several studies have focused on the child’s understanding of 
various aspects of the economy. According to these studies, 
young children often think that: 
• Buying things in shops is a ritual, not an exchange involving 

profit. 
• Work and income are not connected. 
• The price tag or size determines price. 
• The value of money comes from its color, pictures, size, or 

serial number. 
• Banks are safe places to store money. 
• Property is owned by those who are near it. 
 http://socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/yl/1102/110202.html 

James D. Laney and Mark C. Schug 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/yl/1102/110202.html
James D. Laney and Mark C. Schug




It’s Never Too Early: Why Economics 
Education in the Elementary Classroom 
Bonnie T. Meszaros and Stella Evans 

Most egregious is the inclusion of incorrect economic 
information in some books aimed at students or their teachers. 
Definitions and examples are wrong. For example, “capital” has 
been defined as money, and “people” are identified as natural 
resources. “Demand” may be defined as how much consumers 
want of something, and “supply” as the amount of goods for 
sale. These are not economically correct definitions.  

http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/yl/2203/220304.pdf 4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/yl/2203/220304.pdf

http://www.socialstudies.org/system/files/publications/yl/2203/220304.pdf


 Kids Econ Posters and other Resources 
http://www.kidseconposters.com 

Council for Economic Education 
http://www.econedlink.org/ 

Children’s Literature for Understanding Economics 

http://classroomclues.com/ 
 
 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://www.kidseconposters.com
http://www.econedlink.org/
http://classroomclues.com/


Civic Participation 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 



Ben’s Guide to U.S. Government 
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://bensguide.gpo.gov/k-2/index.html


http://kids.usa.gov/ 
Kids.gov is the U.S. government's official web portal for kids 

 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://kids.usa.gov/


CIVICS RENEWAL NETWORK 
A Republic, If We Can Teach It 

www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org 
A consortium of nonpartisan, nonprofit organizations 
committed to strengthening civic life by providing high-quality, 
no-cost learning materials. 

 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://www.civicsrenewalnetwork.org/


 
http://www.civiced.org/ 
 
ENGAGE 
60 second civics quiz 
 
CURRICULUM 
Lesson Plans 

4/20/2015 P. Polan NYSED 

http://www.civiced.org/


CCLS FOR LITERACY IN THE CONTENT AREAS 

 ALL teachers are 
responsible for 
ensuring that their 
students (inclusive 
of ELLs and SWDs) 
have equitable 
access to the content 
in their discipline. 
 

 content teachers are 
reading teachers 

 content teachers are 
ELA teachers 

 ELA teachers are 
reading teachers 

 ELA teachers are 
content (social studies, 
science, etc.) teachers  
 
 
 

What it does NOT mean What it means 

How can we insure that students acquire literacy in the 
content areas at all grade levels? 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
ELA teachers can support Social Studies with supplemental resources
And what constitutes a technical subject
(insulting – “You are an ELL teacher” – you aren’t, but you have specific responsibilities to all the students sitting in front of you, regardless of their ability level and where you think they belong)�



SCAFFOLDS FOR READING COMPLEX TEXT 
ADDITIONAL TEACHER OPTIONS 

• Chunking 
• Reading and rereading 
• Read aloud 
• Strategic think aloud 
• Scaffolding questions 
• Heterogeneous small groups 
• Recording 
• Pre-prepping struggling readers to support confidence 

and participation 
• Annotation strategies 
• Cornell notes 
• Paraphrasing and journaling 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Across disciplines- collaboration and routines and expectations that should be the same in every class.

Cornell notes- process for note-taking and asking questions about text/content.



WHEN STUDENTS CAN’T READ  
THE TEXT IN CONTENT AREAS  

 My student/s can’t read 
 I have no time to slow 

down [dumb down] 
 I’m not an ELA/AIS/ 

SWD teacher/social 
worker/parent 

 I don’t have the 
resources 

 I’m not a reading 
teacher 
 

 Recognize fair is not 
equal 

 Look beyond the 
textbook 

 Adjust curriculum 
(administrative 
collaboration/support) 

 Online/Administrators 
 Guided reading, group 

reading, pair reading, 
accountable 
independent reading 
 

Educators say: Possible Solutions: 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
If a student (particularly by hs) isn’t reading at grade level, it doesn’t mean you give up on them.
LOOK AT WHAT YOU CAN CONTROL FOR. 
1- Some students may require extra time, scaffolds, attention. It may not seem “equal” but it is “fair”. ALL students deserve the opportunity to succeed.
2- graphic novels, articles, websites, audio, talk to reading teachers, independent reading
3- make time for comprehension- remember that if the foundation is not there, the content won’t matter. Look beyond covering the material
4- Collaborate with ELA teachers- support through their curriculum (SS Crosswalk)
5- Many free online sources for texts and lesson plans. Admins must be willing to help fund 




Literacy is not about P-12. It is 
about succeeding beyond 
Common Core.  

It’s also about 
EMPOWERMENT- creating a 
culture where all teachers are 
empowered to embrace the 
Common Core and work 
together for student 
achievement. 



FREE TEXT COMPLEXITY RESOURCES 
Quantitative Measures 
 

 ATOS Analyzer from Renaissance Learning: 
http://www/renlearn.com/ar/overview/atos/ 

 Degrees of Reading Power from Questar: 
http://www/questarai.com 

 The Lexile Framework from Metamatrix: 
http://www.lexile.com/analyzer 

 Coh-Metrix Easability Tool from University of Memphis: 
http://141.225.42.101/cohmetrixgates/Home 

 Reading Maturity from Pearson Knowledge Technologies: 
http://www.readingmaturity.com  (Beta site) 

 SourceRater from Educators Testing Service: 
http://naeptba.ets.org/SourceRater3/ (Beta site) 

 Readability-Score.com  
      https://readability-score.com/ 
 Flesch-Kincaid (part of your Microsoft Word)  
 

 https://www.engageny.org/resource/selection-of-authentic-texts-for-
common-core-instruction-guidance-and-a-list-of-resources 

Text Complexity Tools: 
http://achievethecore.org/page/642/text-complexity-collectionqualitative-
measures 
 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To find out the quantitative measures of a text, you can turn to sites like readingmaturity.com, the lexile analyzer, and readability score.

Achieve.org: Steal these Tools- great CC resources for curriculum development.
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RESOURCES 
Literacy Design Collaborative: 
https://ldc.org/how-ldc-works/overview 
 
Teaching Channel.org- videos on cross-discipline work and a series 
of inquiry-based teaching: 
https://www.teachingchannel.org/videos/inquiry-based-teaching-
discussing-non-fiction 
 
Text Complexity, NTI 12/2014: 
https://www.engageny.org/resource/december-2014-nti-
understanding-text-complexity-grades-3-8 
https://www.engageny.org/resource/december-2014-nti-
understanding-text-complexity-grades-9-12 
 
Explicit Instruction (Vocabulary): 
http://explicitinstruction.org/ 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Some resources that may be useful to your content area teachers (including ELA)
Literacy Design Collaborative- teachers create free materials, free sign up. Good for content area teachers.

Content area teachers may need training and need to know about the resources available
Encourage PD where teachers learn how to assess text complexity
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http://explicitinstruction.org/
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