
New York State K-12 Social 
Studies Framework 

The Framework emphasizes a balance of CONTENT and 
SKILLS (indicated in italics). 

 
Inquiry Arc  

1. Developing questions and planning inquiries; 
2. Applying disciplinary concepts and tools; 
3. Evaluating sources and using evidence; and 
4. Communicating conclusions and taking informed 

action 
 
Unifying Themes  

1. Individual Development and Cultural Identity 
2. Development, Movement, and Interaction of Cultures 
3. Time, Continuity, and Change 
4. Geography, Humans, and the Environment 
5. Development and Transformation of Social Structures 
6. Power, Authority, and Governance 
7. Civic Ideals and Practices 
8. Creation, Expansion, and Interaction of Economic Systems 
9. Science, Technology, and Innovation 
10. Global Connections and Exchange 

 
New York State Common Core Learning Standards 
 
Social Studies Practices  

1. Gathering, Using, and Interpreting Evidence 
2. Chronological Reasoning and Causation 
3. Comparison and Contextualization 
4. Geographic Reasoning 
5. Economics and Economics Systems 
6. Civic Participation 

 
Key Ideas 

 Aligned to the standards and represent enduring understandings that should be the focus of teaching and 
learning 

 Designed to address larger social studies perspectives, trends, and issues 

 Each grade level comprised of eight to twelve Key Ideas, so statements are intentionally rich and substantial. 
 
Conceptual Understandings 

 More specific statements designed to support each Key Idea 

 Approximately two to seven conceptual understandings designed to support each Key Idea 

 Key Ideas and Conceptual Understandings represent the concepts that should be the focus of teaching and 
learning 

 
Content specifications,  

 Crafted as “Students will…” statements 

 Articulate specific content that can be taught to illuminate Conceptual Understanding 

 Work in tandem with Conceptual Understandings to support larger Key Ideas. 
  

http://www.engageny.org/resource/new-york-state-k-12-social-studies-framework


 


