Good Questions for the Growth-Producing Conversations
and the NYS Teaching Standards

When asking questions, try to include:
Plurals 
Tentative language
Positive presupposition
Open endedness
Cognitive language


Standard 1
· What might be some of your predictions about students' typical misconceptions concerning this topic?
· What are some ways that you are considering using technology to affect the learning of your students?
· Knowing what you know about your students' backgrounds, what might be some misconceptions to be alert for?
· As you compare this group to others you've had in the past, what are some of the possible changes you anticipate having to make with regard to your approach?
· What are some of the text-based reading and writing opportunities you have identified in the unit? 


Standard 2
· What might be some of the essential questions around which you are organizing this unit?
· What might be some of the strategies you're planning to help students understand the concepts of this unit?
· What instructional strategies might you consider implementing?
· When you compared our reading series to the Common Core, what are some of the gaps in the Six Shifts of ELA you think you will have to address? Or, math?
· As you were planning this unit, what were some of the differentiated paths and approaches you considered for your different students?
· What are some of the opportunities you've thought about in this unit for meaningful (collaboration, or critical thinking, or creative problem solving) among students? 


Standard 3
· What might be some of the strategies you're considering to help students understand main idea?
· How might you locate evidence and evaluate student understanding of main idea?
· What are some of the ways that you've considered using to express the high expectations you have of your students to (your students, or families)? 




Standard 4
· What might be some of the aspects of the learning environment you want to pay attention to in this lesson?
· What might be some of classroom management strategies you are considering to keep students on track?
· As you think about your classroom, what are some strategies you're considering that will encourage positive, stimulating, intellectually challenging participation by all students?
· What was some of your thinking process as you decided how to configure the furniture for this lesson, and what are you discovering?


Standard 5
· When you analyze the possibilities, what might be some of the possible formative assessment strategies you are considering using?
· As you've reviewed your student assessment results, (what have you noticed, or what patterns and trends are you noticing)?
· After gathering and reviewing your formative assessment data, how will you determine which was most effective?
· Of the multiple formative assessment points you've included in the unit, which do you predict might have the biggest effect on your instruction?


Standard 6
· As you evaluate the team's strengths and areas of growth, what are some of your hunches about where to start?
· As you consider the standards (6 & 7) of professional practice, what are some of the ways these might be observed in your classroom?
· Based upon your thoughts about where to start, which areas of growth might we focus on first?
· As you are thinking about strategies for informing parents about your objectives for the unit, which ones do you think will be most effective?
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Standard 7
· Reflecting on your professional growth goals, what are some professional development opportunities you are considering?
· When communicating and collaborating with colleagues, what are some indicators that guide your continued growth?
· How might you collaborate with your colleagues to meet your professional goals?
· Which of the professional journals and websites you read do you find to be most practical? Most though-provoking? Most likely to recommend to a colleague?
