College Credit in High School Committee

June 8, 2010

Marsha Drumm, from OCC, met with the committee to address our questions about OCC services and differences between different community colleges. 

College Credit procedures can look different from community college to community college.
Community Colleges are bound to counties (for the most part). Districts, by SUNY regulation, are bound to work with the community college in their county. This was set in 1996. Prior to that there was little concurrent enrolment. As concurrent enrollment grew this rule was crafted. A release letter is required to allow a district to go to a non-county community college and this is issued only when OCC can’t provide a service. Four-year colleges are not bound to the same rules as two-year colleges but it can be considered a courtesy to start work through OCC. 
Tuition rates are variable between colleges. SUNY rules say that it is possible to go to 1/3 cost if the college wants to (and several criteria are met). TCCC continues to work with a leased service agreement model while OCC does not. TCCC is one of three or so who continue to do it. They (TCCC) are, in effect, saying that they are receiving services of rent, fees, instructor salaries, etc., equivalent to the 1/3 tuition charge.  OCC has never used this model and it is not likely to happen in the future. OCC, Marsha reports, maintains that their tuition charge is at the 1/3 level.
Tech Prep money is a grant that was awarded to OCC which manages the money for several community colleges. That money can’t be used for tuition. It can be used for PD, texts, etc., for certain technology or career courses.
OCC is in discussion with North Syracuse to see if a motivated student could earn an Associate’s Degree concurrently with high school. It is tough, though, to fit in 15-18 credit hours per semester while in high school. Thirty credits over two years in HS is do-able.  On-line course work might help get additional hours in to a high school schedule (done after school). 

Is it possible to have classes such that a student in a class could do the Regents/college credit/AP in the same class? It is being done in Marathon by TCCC. OCC is talking about this with North Syracuse a little bit. Marsha agrees that this is possible (it has been piloted by OCC). Community colleges usually accept a “3” on the AP test. 

Teachers of OCC courses in high school have to be approved to be adjuncts. At OCC, adjuncts are hired by departments. Adjuncts have to at least a degree that is higher than the highest one conferred by the institution. Beyond this there is a preference of qualifications for each department. The way that credentials are reviewed is different from department to department. College policy at OCC requires a Master’s in discipline as the minimum credential – beyond that a department can choose the criteria they want. When OCC will not approve a high school teacher as an adjunct then a release letter could be expected from OCC permitting the high school to go to another community college. If districts hire teachers who had the Masters in discipline then there would be one less hurdle. The approval to teach an OCC course is dependent on the approved teacher. If the approved teacher retires then the replacement teacher would have to be approved. 
If a school’s request from OCC is denied a letter of release ought to be supplied by OCC.  

There are two kinds of articulation: competencies-based (old style) and concurrent enrollment which means the HS teaches the college course with their textbook, curriculum, and prerequisites from OCC.  

Marsha is supposed to be the single point of contact for all matters of college credit in high school.

We asked Marsha about the possibility of $0 tuition and she said that while she will mention it to her vice president it is doubtful that it would be considered. She will let us know what response she gets so we know which communication steps we ought to take.
Committee next steps: We will wait to hear from Marsha to know how to pursue the tuition amount issue with them. 
