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SED Update April 2010
Assessment News
There is a significant budget gap in the assessment department of SED, a gap that will double in 2011-2012. We simply cannot afford our current assessment regime, both in terms of the number of exams and the number of exam translations. In the short term assessments will be broader. In the long run assessments will become more performance based. Can we have two social studies Regents examinations? Can we have multiple science examinations? It seems unlikely. In some cases, especially those in lower grades, there is no reason for states to have separate contracts with CTB to come up with tests that are substantially the same (seven questions different between Wyoming’s 4th grade math test and ours) yet each state pays millions and millions for their “state-specific” test. Considerations for cutting the assessments include:

· Review test development process & consider limiting staff involved;

· Discontinue providing the paper-based scoring materials to districts;

· Eliminating Component Retesting;

· Discontinue translating exams in multiple languages;

· Eliminate Grade 8 Second Language Proficiency Exams;

· Eliminate January and August Test Administrations; and/or

· Eliminate various Regents exams including Foreign Language; Social Studies exams, Science, exams or Math exams
The Office of State Assessment will do a “Census Field Test” for 3-8 assessment this year. Everyone will get something that they have to do and ship back. 

· The ELA and Math Field tests must be administered between May 12-14th only

· The field tests must be administered in all schools to all students who participate in the 3-8 ELA and Math tests to ensure a full census field test.

· Refer to the memo from SED dated March 16th for specifics regarding English Language Learners.
In the fall there will be another field test for open-ended items. Items from nationally normed tests will be included in the field test in order to generate comparative data between NYS and national tests. This will provide some information about test-gaming and score inflation (accusations made about NYS tests).

Tests will start to become secure in 2010-2011. Only items that “belong” to NYS will be released. It is too expensive to continue to develop so many forms form year to year. 3-8 will be locked down first, Regents will follow later. Local scoring makes it tough to have secure tests.  

Tests will transition to a uniform length, which means no difference between odd and even grade forms in 3-8 testing. This will be in 2010-2011.
August 17 (half-day pm), 18 (all day) & 19 (half-day am) are the summer Regents dates. The calendar should be up next week.

Common Core State Standards
Common core standard drafts review and comment period is over. SED is planning for July or August adoption of the common core standards by the Regents (timeline dictated by the RTTP application). The State will adopt the Common Core Standards in toto; no wording changes are permissible but 15% more can be added. PK standards have to be included in our extra 15% by statute (Chapter 57) and it is likely that viewing and presenting will likely be in the 15%. What about assessments? For now, all assessments are aligned to the current standards. This will be the same through the end of next year. As soon as new standards are adopted, the work on new assessments will commence. NY belongs to several assessment consortia which will work on new assessments. Will common curricula follow? This might be a way to save significant amounts of money, if local curricula no longer need to be developed. Any curriculum documents would have to follow the adoption of the standards.
Annual Professional Performance Review

Three changes in the regulations that have been proposed include:

· Include student growth as a criteria in the evaluation of teachers;

· Implementation of uniform rating categories: Highly Effective, Effective, Developing and Ineffective; and

· Provision of timely and constructive feedback to teachers.

There was an April 1st meeting with various stakeholders regarding the APPR changes (NYSCOSS, SANYSS, NYSUT). Changes in Regulations are necessary in order to conform with what SED told the Federal Government NYS would do in Race to the Top. The Board of Regents is planning on adopting the changes to regulations as an emergency measure at the April Regents meeting. The emergency action might put these changes into place for this September.
Academic Intervention Services (AIS)

Some changes to AIS are being considered, with the following four options on the table:

1. Maintain your AIS program

2. Move to an RtI program/plan

3. Do a combination of AIS and RtI (RtI in K-6, AIS in 7-12 for example)

4. Develop and post (to your website) for our access a unique program that addresses to a substantial equivalent what is intended by the AIS plan.
