
CatnillusMiddle School
Orientationto 6th gradeActivities

Thefollowing is asummaryof activities thattakeplaceaspartof theorientationfor
5

th grade
studentstransitioninginto

6
th grade. Our

5
th gradestudentscomeprimarily from two elementary

schools,Split Rock ElementaryandEastHill Elementary.We haveapproximately6-9 students
comefrom thelocalparochialschoolseachyear.

P.A.R.P (March) — ThePrincipal goesto the elementaryschoolsandreadsto the
5

th grade
students.This providesan opportunityto introducehim to thestudentsandstartto build
connections.

ParentOrientation(Late May) — This is aneveningorientationwhich introducesthe
administrators,aswell as6~gradeteachers,supportstaff andPTOPresidents.Principal
discusses:

o schoolclimate/culture
o introductionto adolescence
o teamstructure
o schoolactivities
o academicsupport

Teachersthenreview:
o first weekof school
o communicationbetweenschoolandhome
o summerreadingprogram
o guidancesupport

ElementarySchoolVisits (earlyJune):- ThePrincipalandthetwo schoolcounselorsmeetwith
each

5
th gradeclassroominboth theelementaryschools. Theseareindividual classmeetings

which takeabout45 minuteseach. During thattime, we introducethefollowing topics:
o similaritiesanddifferencesbetweenmiddle schoolandelementaryschool
o structureof theday
o orientationto thebuilding
o orientationactivitiesscheduledpriorto thebeginningof theschoolyear
o beginningoftheschoolyearschedules
o theactivities,clubs,andorganizationsattheschool
oQ&A



Orientation(lastweekof schoolin June)- A programhasbeenestablishedwhich includesthe
following activities:

o LEAP activities— Theseareactivitiesfrom ourstudentleadershipgroup. These
studentsarecurrentCamillusMiddle Schoolstudentswho leadtheincoming

6
th

gradestudentsin avarietyof icebreakeractivities. Groupsaremadeby
combiningstudentsfrom both elementaryschools,aswell asinviting any
parochialschoolstudentswho planon attending

6
th gradein thefall.

o barbequeon thefront laswi
o scavengerhunt: Studentsreceiveablank “passport”that hasapagefor each

locationto visit. Eachstudent’spassportis stampedat eachlocation. Small
subjectrelated(OrientalTradingCo.) itemsarepurchasedandgiven to students
whentheyfind theirway to eachlocation. Theseinclude: nurse’soffice, main
office, technologyrooms, library, artrooms,etc.

Endof AugustOrientation- Latein August,wehaveamini orientationfor any studentswho
haveregisteredduring thecourseofthesummer,or sincetheorientationprogramwe hadheld
for studentsthatweanticipatedarrivingatCMS. This is approximatelyonehourlong andis run
by ourcounselingstaff.

LockerDay - This is typically heldtheWednesdaybeforeLaborDay. This is an opportunityfor
studentsandparentsto cometo thebuildingand walk aroundthebuilding to find locationsor
refreshtheirmemoryaboutwheretheirclassroomsmaybe. Studentsaregiventheirlocker
assignmentandcombinations,aswell astheir teamassignment.No classschedulesare
distributed. Studentscanpracticetheir lockercombinationandplacematerialsthathavebeen
purchasedalreadyinto theirlockers. This eliminatessomeof thevolumeofmaterialsbroughtin
on thefirst day of school. Lastyear,92%of studentsin grades6-8 attended.

[Individual studentschedulesarenotdistributedprior to thefirst dayof classes.This allows us
to redistributestudentsto balanceclassloadsasneededright up until thevery lastminute. It
also eliminatesthepotentialproblemsassociatedwith studentscallingor texting friendsto find
out whatteamtheyare on,what classestheymaybe in, andthen havingparentscall so theycan
be switchedinto theroom with their “best friend.” With thepresentscheduleofdistributing
classscheduleson thefirst day of school,wehavevirtually eliminatedthis issue.]

First DayofSchool- With theexceptionof specialareaclasses,
6

th gradestudentsremainwith
theirhomeroomteacherfor theentireday. During this day, teachersgo throughtheindividual
student’sscheduleswith studentsandexplainhowtheyarestructured.Theytaketoursof the
building, practicelockercombinations,andorganizelockers. Theyalsobeginsomeof the
organizationstructureswehaveworkedwith from the“Study Skills AcrosstheCurriculum”
program. We beginexplaininghowto keepalockerorganized,howto organizematerialswith
color-codedbinders,folders,etc. This first day allows studentsto becomemoreaccustomedto
thebuilding, theuseof theirlockers,andmeetingnewfriends. Thesecondday of schoolbegins
theregularschedule.


