Closing the Gap Resources

The Center for Effective Collaboration (http://cecp.air.org/ ) hosts a Cultural Competence page at (http://cecp.air.org/cultural/default.htm).  This page provides a general overview of Cultural Competence including a brief annotated bibliography and a discussion of how Cultural Competence is integrated into education.

The  EverythingESL.net site   ( http://www.everythingesl.net/ ) , built and maintained by an ESL Teacher from New Jersey, is a nice place to visit to learn what some of the issues are for ESL Teachers, as well as a place to get ideas for teaching strategies, lesson plans, et cetera.  There is a section on considering the difference between disability and difference for students who potential have learning disabilities, as well as more than one discussion of BICS and CALP. 

A Guide to Learning Disabilities for the ESL Practitioner (http://www.kyoto-su.ac.jp/information/tesl-ej/ej01/a.4.html )This brief article by Christine Root who teaches ESL at Harvard University and is the parent of children with learning disabilities.

The website for ESCORT Center at SUNY Oneonta (www.escort.org ) has, in addition to resources for migrant education, three excellent books:  Help!  They Don’t Speak English! Starter Kit for Primary Teachers,  The Help! Kit for Secondary Teachers of Migrant English Language Learners, and The Help! They Don’t Speak English Starter Kit for Teachers of Young Adults.  In addition to these resources, the Center can provide professional development and/or technical assistance; contact the Center to determine the potential for these services.
The English Language Learner Knowledge Base, (http://www.helpforschools.com/ELLKBase/index.shtml ) part of the Help for Schools.com website, has information about all areas of ESL from identification through family involvement, evaluation of progress, and exiting services.  This is a site supported by the federal government.  


The Center for Research on Education, Diversity, and Excellence (CREDE) website (http://www.crede.org/research/llaa/llaa.html ) has a great set of links to reports of research on language learning and academic achievement.
Understanding Multiculturalism: Cultures and Values (http://coe.sdsu.edu/people/jmora/CulturalValues/Default.htm) is a e-learning module on the website of Jill Kerpa Mora of San Diego State University.  It is one of over 100 modules she has posted to her website.  Some are specific to the situation in California, where bilingual education has become a war ground, but others (like the one listed) are very relevant for NYS teachers.  One of the many other good pieces from this site is a chart, found at http://coe.sdsu.edu/people/jmora/CLADCredential/CLADplus.htm , which compares CLAD classrooms (a California term that stands for Cultural Language and Academic Development) with a “typical” classroom.  The chart is filled with hot links taking the reader to specific resources to support the specific references.
The National Clearing House for Language Acquisition (http://www.ncela.gwu.edu) is the federal Department of Education website for second language acquisition resources.  The site points to resources about legislation and regulation, parent/family resources, teacher quality, assessment and accountability, and “what works” (a summary of related research which will eventually house a searchable data base, but currently contains a number of links).

A Selected Annotated Bibliography on Language Minority Assessment (http://www.fairtest.org/index.htm) is part of an unabashedly single minded site called FairTest.org (http://www.fairtest.org/index.htm )  The references are 1995 or earlier, but do include some interesting though pieces and research summaries.

Fostering Academic Success for English Language Learners:  What Do We Know? Is from the WestEd/NERRC website http://www.wested.org/policy/pubs/fostering/index.htm#sect5 )
This 1999 paper by Robert Linquanti is a thorough summary of research to that date on second language acquisition for English language learners.

Language, Bilingual, and Biliteracy Development and Disorders; Adult, Family, and Adolescent Literacy (http://www.nichd.nih.gov/crmc/cdb/p_lang.htm) by Peggy McCardle, Ph.D., MPH, is one of many resources on the National Institutes of Health National Institute of Child Health and Human Development website (http://www.nichd.nih.gov/default.htm).  This article and the related links provide a look at ongoing research as well as providing summaries of research about literacy development in English language learners, with and without language disabilities. 
The First Years of Teaching, a website of the Watson School of Education of the University of North Carolina at Wilmington, includes this set of closing the gap links: (http://www.edchange.org/multicultural/papers/racism_morgan.html )  These links include both minority and second language learner resource links.

Good Schools and Classrooms for Children Learning English is a recent publication of The Intercultural Development Research Association (IDRA).  Although the entire document is available only in paper for $15.00, the site provides a list of 25 characteristics to schools that have shown ability to produce positive results for students who are learning English as a second language.  These can be found at the following link:  http://www.idra.org/Research/indicat.htm#indicators 

The Bilingual Families Web Page (http://www.nethelp.no/cindy/biling-fam.html ) provides links to pages that address: 
1. Definitions
2. Myths about Bilingualism 

3. Politics of Bilingualism 

4. Practical Help 

5. Special Problems of Bilingual Families 

6. Resources A new and hopefully improved index to many resources, on and off the Web, for bilingual families. 

7. Our Story: The Haug/Kandolf Family 

8. Future Plans For This Web Page Read this and see if you can contribute! 

9. Member's Pages The home pages of members of biling-fam 

10. Frequently Used Terms A brief guide to abbreviations that often come up on the biling-fam mailing list. 
The Poverty & Race Research Action Council website ( http://www.prrac.org/ ) education page includes many articles about achievement in relation to race and poverty.

The Education Commission of the States website page on Closing the Achievement Gap (http://www.ecs.org/html/IssueSection.asp?issueid=194&s=Selected+Research+%26+Readings )provides many links to resources, including articles from the journal The Progress of Education Reform, research summaries, a section on what states are doing, and links to other websites.  The site also includes a PDF document on Hispanic Achievement at http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v12n64/ 
The American Psychological Society APA Online Monitor on Psychology (http://www.apa.org/monitor/jan05/closingthegap.html ) includes the article Hispanic Psychology: Closing the Gap for Latino Parents.

The Education Trust website (http://www2.edtrust.org ) has tools for families and communities, including parent and community newsletters and guides to data, as well as parent guides for African-American parents and for Latino parents (including a version in Spanish).

The Southwest Educational Development Laboratory website www.sedl.org includes the document Diversity:  School, Family, & Community Connections (www.sedl.org/connections/resources/diversity-synthesis.pdf ).  This document is a research summary that includes sections on “what the research says (and doesn’t say)” and “putting the research into practice”.
If your Child Learns in Two Languages is a parent guide available online at http://www.ncela.gwu.edu/pubs/parent/english.pdf  in five languages (English, Spanish, Chinese, Vietnamese, and Hatian-Creole).  The guide, developed through a grant by George Washington University’s Joel Gomez, is a nice resource with logical organization and good resources.

Preventing Disproportionate Representation: Culturally and Linguistically Responsive Prereferral Interventions is a Practitioner Brief available at The National Center for Culturally Responsive Educational Sustems (NCCRESt) website (http://www.nccrest.org/Briefs/Pre-referral_Brief.pdf ).  This is only one of several brief summaries on the site.
The Colorado Department of Education has a supper page of resources on their website, http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdesped/SD-ELL.asp#res.  Included are documents, web links, and Powerpoint presentations on many topics related to English Language Learners with Exceptional Needs (ELLEN, in Colorado acronym-ese).

The Center for Applied Linguistics (CAL) website has a summary article by Alba Ortiz of The University of Texas at Austin on English Language Learners with special needs in its Digest, (http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/0108ortiz.html ).  The Center, associated with ERIC, publishes topical Digests on special populations, archived at http://www.cal.org/resources/digest/subject.html#special , and a Resource Guide Online for special populations at http://www.cal.org/resources/faqs/rgos/special.html .

Systemic Planning for English Language Learners Who May Have a Disability is a very nice guide produced by the Colorado Department of Education.  Access the Department’s website at www.cde.state.co.us and search by the title.
The Equity Analysis Performance Descriptions Instrument was created by the Kentucky Department of Education as an evaluation tool to assist districts and schools in providing equitable learning communities.  It is designed to assist schools and districts in collecting data to determine the extent of equitable practices in the schools, establishing measurable goals and developing a plan of action, implementing practices based on evidence of success, and consistently monitoring and assessing programs.  The document is available at http://www.education.ky.gov/KDE/Instructional+Resources/Closing+the+Gap/Equity/Achievement+Gap/Equity+Analysis+Performance+Descriptions+Instrument+.htm 
General Closing the Gap Resources
Rethinking Schools Online is a site that continually provides thought-productive articles; the Closing the Gap Issue of Rethinking Schools Online can be found at
( http://www.rethinkingschools.org/archive/18_03/clos183.shtml ) 
This issue includes several good articles and thought pieces as well as a nice list of teaching ideas for getting kids to think seriously about issues of equity.
Kentucky Department of Education Closing the Gap section of their excellent website can be found at (http://www.education.ky.gov, search for Closing the Gap).  Kentucky takes the approach of identifying and closing ALL gaps, including those between genders, economic groups, students with disabilities, and services for students who are gifted.

The Closing the Gap issue of the Journal of the Annenburg Challenge 

( http://www.annenbergchallenge.org/pubs/cj/gap_cj.htm )  this issue from 2001-02 includes articles on successful approaches, the reality of improvement  that goes away, the influence of teacher AND of student attitudes, resource disparity, and collaboration, among others.
This article by Gary R Howard, School Improvement for All: Reflections on the Achievement Gap, from the NCA Commission on Accreditation and School Improvement Journal of School Improvement, Volume 3, Issue 1, Spring 2002 (http://www.ncacasi.org/jsi/2002v3i1/reflections ) provides Gary’s attempt to delineate the deeper issues that have caused and continued to perpetuate the achievement gap.
Characteristics of High Performing, High-Poverty Schools (ASCD Research Brief, March 2005)  (http://www.ascd.org/portal/site/ascd , click on Publications, then Newsletters, Research Briefs, Archived Issues, March 12, 2005)  This article, although it does not disaggregate students in poverty by ethnic identity, does identify eight key characteristics present in these high performing schools.  Interestingly, these characteristics have a lot to do with the mindsets and educator attitudes about achievement and leadership behaviors; the “Holy Grail” issues like curriculum alignment were not the key issues. 
Expose Racism and Advance School Excellence (ERASE), a program of the Applied Research Center, has developed a tool called A Racial Justice Report Card, available as a free download from the website (http://www.arc.org/erase/index.html ). “A school administrator wants to know if Latinos have the same educational opportunities as other students in the school district. Latino graduation rates are low, but what do the numbers really mean? Three African American parents discover that their kids, in separate incidents, have each been suspended for "disrespecting" their teacher. Are these isolated incidents or are they indicative of a broader racial pattern?  Making the Grade can help answer that question. It is a new tool to assess how your schools measure up to racial equity standards. This easy-to-use computer program walks journalists, parents, students, or teachers through a series of research tasks. Making the Grade then produces an "A" through "F" grade and explains where the school or district is failing their responsibility to equal education. Making the Grade: A Racial Justice Report Card is available for download in both Mac and Windows formats.”
Toward a More Perfect Union in an Age of Diversity (http://www.studycircles.org/pdf/ampu.pdf ) A Study Circle guide intended to help communities examine democracy and diversity in a more reflective way. Includes Discussion Starters and Activities for each Study Circle area, lengthy document with good tools and resources.
The Education Trust website (http://www2.edtrust.org/edtrust/dtm/ ) allows users to search within their states for high poverty/high minority districts that are reaching high standards; users provide their own criteria for success (% at specific levels of achievement, et cetera). A cursory attempt shows a depressingly small number of schools representing New York State.
The website of the Urban Education Task Force of the Council of Great City Schools (“The Nation’s Voice for Urban Education”) (http://www.cgcs.org/taskforce/achievegap3.html ) provides links to full PDF documents including reports from states on their efforts and comparison reports across states.
The Northwest Regional Educational Laboratory (NWREL) has developed a tool for school improvement called Data in a Day.  This is a tool for listening to both educator and student voices.  The Toolbox can be accessed at http://www.nwrel.org/scpd/scc/studentvoices/diad.shtml 
Closing the Racial Achievement Gap:The Role of Reforming Instructional Practices, an article by Harold Wenglinsky of Hunter College that explores a hierarchical linear method of math instruction, is available at the Education Policy Analysis Archives website                       ( http://epaa.asu.edu/epaa/v12n64/ ) The site includes other articles of interest.  
The North Central Regional Educational Laboratory (NCREL) has organized its closing the gap resource links in a very accessible way, providing an outline with the main headings of “what are the achievement gaps ?”, “why do the achievement gaps exist?”, and “can the achievement gaps be overcome?”.  The page on which this outline resides can be reached at http://www.ncrel.org/gap/library/topic.htm 
Rights at Risk:  Equality in an Age of Terrorism is a document on the website of the Citizen’s Commission on Civil Rights (http://www.cccr.org/CCCRReport.pdf ). This is a thought-provoking document that addresses issues of discrimination in education on multiple fronts.

Special But Unequal:  Race and Special Education is one chapter in a book (Rights at Risk: Equality in an Age of Terrorism) present in its entirety at the Thomas B Fordham foundation website (http://www.edexcellence.net/library/special_ed/special_ed_ch5.pdf )
This website provides many complete documents from the 8th Annual Conference on Race, Class, Gender, and Ethnicity.  This link, http://www.edexcellence.net/library/special_ed/ , is specific to issues within special education.  The links discuss the impact of discrimination on the basis of race, class, gender, disability, and sexuality.

